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GENERAL INFORMATION 
2018-2019 

 
The development of your 2018-2019 high school program begins now with the selection of classes you wish to take next year.  
This first step is particularly important because the master schedule of classes is built from your requests for classes.  Once you 
submit your course requests, any changes you make will be dependent upon space availability in another course. 
 
Before planning your schedule, consider high school graduation requirements, college entrance requirements, courses which 
might have relevance or interest to you and the overall rigor of your classes.  Challenge yourself but do not assume an unrealistic 
work load. 
 
While planning your schedule, be aware of the following: 
 

1. Discuss your course selections and related materials with your parent(s) or guardian(s). 
 

2. A minimum enrollment for all students is five courses; the maximum enrollment is seven courses.  Class periods will 
be scheduled consecutively.  If your request includes fewer than seven courses, choose “Unscheduled Period 1” and/or 
“Unscheduled Period 7”. 

 
3. Repeat Course:  Credit is awarded only once for a course.  For repeat courses, all attempts are permanently recorded, 

but the higher grade is used in computing your Saratoga High School grade point average (GPA). 
 

4. Mathematics and World Language Classes:  If your grade is less than C in your current math or world language class, 
list an alternate course title as a replacement in case you do not earn the prerequisite grade to continue with the higher 
level course; that alternate may be a repeat of the current course or a different course selection. 

 
5. Your present teachers know about your abilities, interests and study habits.  If you have questions about a course, such 

as mathematics or a world language, ask them for their advice.   
 

6. Independent Study Physical Education (ISPE):  You may be eligible to participate in this program if you participate in 
ten or more hours per week of an organized and supervised physical activity outside of school that involves state or 
national competition or performance during seventeen weeks of a semester.  You must not have completed the required 
20 credits of Physical Fitness.  Enrollment in this program requires approval of a district evaluation committee.  You 
must pick up an application form for ISPE from the Guidance Office at Saratoga High School.  Completed forms and 
documentation must be returned to the Guidance Office prior to the start of each semester or school year.  You may 
enroll in Independent Study PE at the beginning of a semester (or year) only and must remain in the program for an 
entire semester.  ISPE courses are graded Pass/Fail.  You will be ineligible to continue in the program during subsequent 
semesters if you fail to meet the requirements of the Independent Study PE contract.  Sophomores who are on a school 
competitive sports team need not participate in ISPE during that semester. For the purpose of selecting courses, choose 
Beg PE or PE Sport Fall/Winter/Spring. When ISPE is approved, your schedule will be changed. 

 
7. Many universities will add an additional point to GPAs for each semester of approved AP and Honors courses completed 

with a “C” grade or higher.  The CSU and UC systems will add an additional point per semester for approved Honors 
and AP courses completed with a “C-” grade or higher in courses taken in grades 10-12.  Honors and AP courses 
recognized by the CSU and UC systems are marked with a (P*). 

 
8. Summer School: Summer school plans should be considered as you develop next year’s program.  The District's 2018 

summer school program will offer only core remedial classes for students who need to repeat a course. The District 
plans to offer one section each of the following courses for the 2018 Summer School session at Los Gatos High School 
but reserves the right to cancel courses due to low enrollment: Algebra I, Biology, English 9, English 10-12, 
Geometry, U.S. History and World History  
 
Program and registration materials will be available the middle of April at the District Office, Los Gatos High School 
Guidance Office, Saratoga High School Guidance Office, and online at the District website at www.lgsuhsd.org.  If 
you are planning to attend summer school, be sure you do not sign up for the same course in the regular school term.  
Report your summer school plans to your Guidance Counselor.  If changes in your summer school plans occur later, 
be sure to immediately report that information to the Guidance Office.   

 
9. After discussion with your parent(s) or guardian(s), complete the 2018-2019 Course Request online and obtain a parent’s 



 

 

or guardian’s signature on the permission sheet distributed to all students.  Counselors will meet with each student to 
review their schedules and collect the permission sheets according to the schedule below: 

 
Juniors:                Monday, February, 26:  Ms. Bohls (periods 2 and 4)  
     
            Tuesday, February 27:  Ms. Battey (period 1)   
     
            Friday, March 2:  Ms. Keys (periods 2 and 6) 

 
            Monday, March 5:  Ms. Richie (periods 1, 3 and 5) 
 
            Tuesday, March 6:  Ms. Richie (periods 2 and 4) 

  
 
 

                     Sophomores:                Tuesday, February 27:  Ms. Thermond (period 7) 
 
            Wednesday, February 28:  Ms. Herzman (periods 2, 4 and 6)   
 
            Thursday, March 1:  Ms. Keys (periods 1, 3 and 5) 
    Ms. Wissolik (period 1) 
       

Friday, March 2:  Ms. Wissolik (periods 1 and 4) 
    
Tuesday, March 6:  Mr. Nguyen (periods 2, 4 and 6)   
    

 
Freshmen:            Monday, February 26:  Ms. Head (periods 2 and 6) 
    Ms. Battey (periods 4 and 6) 

   
            Tuesday, February 27:  Ms. Head (periods 1, 3 and 5) 
    Ms. Ryan (periods 5 and 7) 

  
            Wednesday, February 28:  Ms. Ryan (periods 4 and 6) 
     

 Thursday, March 1:  Mr. Rector (periods 3, 5 and 7) 
 

  
 

10. NOTE TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS:  You are invited to attend a parent guidance meeting, presented by Mr. 
Brian Safine and the Guidance Counselors during which information regarding course selection will be 
presented.  All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and are held in the Saratoga High School McAfee Performing Arts 
and Lecture Center (unless otherwise noted) on the following dates: 

 
• Incoming Senior Parent Guidance Meeting: Thursday, February 1, 2018  in the Library 
• Incoming Junior Parent Guidance Meeting: Thursday, February 1, 2018  
• Incoming Sophomore Parent Guidance Meeting: Tuesday, February 6, 2018  
• Incoming Freshman Parent Guidance Meeting: Thursday, February 8, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Saratoga High School 

2018-2019 Course Descriptions by Department 
Grades 9-12 

 
The courses listed represent those planned for 2018-2019.  Classes will be offered if 
preliminary enrollment is sufficient and staffing is available.  Each course description includes 
credits earned, grade level, prerequisites, if applicable, and a short narrative. 
 

 

KEY TO COURSE SYMBOLS: 
 

(P) College preparatory course which meets the subject entrance 
requirements for the California State University (CSU) and 
University of California (UC) systems. 

(P*) AP and Honors courses for which the CSU and UC systems 
grant one additional grade point for a course normally taken 
in grades 11 or 12. (Note: An additional point is not added 
to the high school unweighted GPA.) 

~ (P) College Prep status pending UC approval. 

# Meets the Visual and Performing Arts graduation 
requirement.  One year (10 credits) is required; all art, drama, 
world language and music courses, as well as History in Film, 
meet this requirement.  (Note: The world language courses 
do not meet the requirement for CSU and UC entrance in 
this category.) 

� Qualifies as a CSU and UC Visual/Performing Arts 
requirement 

+ Meets the Applied Arts graduation requirement.  One 
semester (5 credits) is required in addition to Health/Driver 
Education which all students must take and pass in order to 
graduate. 

¨ Not recognized for Honors credit by CSU or UC. 



 

 

Applied Arts 
All classes listed below meet the Applied Arts requirement for graduation. 

Credit from Health/Driver Education and one other semester of an applied arts class are required for graduation. 
 

 
• Minimum High School Graduation Applied Arts Requirement:  Health/Driver Education plus one other semester-length course 
• Minimum 4-year College Entrance Applied Arts Requirement:  None 
• Prerequisites are based on second semester grades. Students in grades 9-12 may enroll in courses unless otherwise note. 
 

Psychology

 
 
            Engineering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Media: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Miscellaneous: 

  
 

  Courses listed under other departments that fulfill the Applied Arts Graduation Requirement: 
 

Advanced Jazz Ensemble (see Visual and Performing Arts) 
Computer Science AP (see Mathematics) 

Drama 3, 4 and 4 Honors (see Visual and Performing Arts) 
Introduction to Computer Programming (see Mathematics Electives) 

Journalism 1, 2, 3 and 4 Honors (see English)  
Art 3, 4H & AP Studio Art (see Visual and Performing Arts) 

A 

 
+ Animated Graphics 

Grades 9-12 

+ (P) Psychology, General 
Grades 11-12 

 (P)+Sports Medicine 
Grades 10-12 

+ Stage Technology and Design 
Independent Study 

(2.5 Credits) 
 

+ Media Arts 1 (MA1) 
Grade 10 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in English 10 
MAP and World History MAP 

+ (P) Multimedia Journalism (SHSTV) 1-3 and 4 
Honors  

Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: Completion of previous level, or 

instructor approval 
 

+Academic Tutor 
Grades 11-12 (10th upon approval) 

Teacher and Counselor Recommendation 

+Senior Media Arts Lab 
Grade 12 

Concurrent enrollment in MAP 12 required 

+ (P) Engineering Design and Development 
(Grade 12) 

Prerequisites: Completion of at least two Engineering 
courses. 

 

+ (P) Intro to Engineering Design 
(Grades 9 – 12) 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 1 or higher 
 

+ (P) Digital Electronics 
(Grades 10 – 12) 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2 or higher 
 

+ (P) Principles of Engineering 
(Grades 10 – 12) 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Geometry or higher 
ororhihBiology. 

+Leadership  
Grades 9-12 

Peer Selection Required  
(5 Credits) 



 

 

Applied Arts 

Animated Graphics + 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  Familiarity with computer basics such as file 
storage and keyboarding. 
 
In this class, students learn the artistic and technical skills of the 
digital designer and animator. With a focus on Adobe Photoshop 
and Premiere Pro, students produce a variety of projects ranging 
from a rotoscoped animated short to character design. Physical 
tools include the use of DSLRs and Wacom tablets. Students view 
and discuss works by various contemporary artists and animators 
to gain insight into the creative process. Elements of Art and 
Design are integrated throughout the curriculum. Students are also 
introduced to the Principles of Animation. 
 
 

Academic Tutor + 
        Grades 11-12 (10th upon approval) 
        5 credits per semester 

Prerequisites:  Teacher and Counselor Recommendation 

 
Academic tutors will provide support to students with academic 
and 
social needs. Academic Tutors are trained to work with students 
who need assistance during core academic classes. Students can be 
referred to have an Academic Tutor by a teacher, parent, 
counselor, 
and administrator. Parent permission must be given for the tutor to 
work with the student. Academic Tutors are to be seniors and 
juniors only. Sophomores may apply when recommended by staff. 
This course receives Applied Art credit. 
 

Media Arts 1 (MA1) + 
Grade 10 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites::  Concurrent enrollment in English 10 MAP and 
World History MAP 
 
This course introduces students to a wide array of multimedia 
fields including graphic design, video production, computer 
animation, broadcast journalism, videogame design, and web 
design.  Emphasis is placed on teaching students the fundamental 
principles of artistic composition in each field and the technical 
knowledge necessary to effectively use a variety of multimedia 
software and hardware systems. These include studio lighting, 
visual recording and audio systems, Adobe InDesign, Page Maker, 
Photoshop, Final Cut Pro, Adobe Flash 8, Maya, and 
Dreamweaver. 
 
Class time will primarily be spent on project development and 
practice. After completing introductory units within each field, 
students will have the opportunity to specialize in a specific area to 
create a substantial final project to develop their portfolio.  
 



 

  
 

Jazz Ensemble, Advanced (P) #�+ 
Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Concurrent enrollment in Band, Orchestra, Choir, 
AP Music Theory or completion of four semesters in one or a 
combination of these classes.  Department Chair Approval Required 
 
Year-Long Course.  Membership in this performance class is 
determined by audition and instrumentation.  This class is designed 
for the advanced student musician on a standard jazz band 
instrument:  saxophone, clarinet, trombone, trumpet, percussion, 
piano, guitar or bass and explores the science behind sound 
engineering, recording, and production.  Students must be 
concurrently enrolled in one of the primary curricular music classes 
(band, orchestra, choir, AP music theory), or have completed four 
(4) semesters in one of these classes.  A serious effort is made to 
promote the growth and performance of jazz and related styles of 
music.  The art of improvisation is emphasized.  The class performs 
at several festivals and concerts throughout the year. 

 

Multimedia Journalism (SHS TV) 1-3 
and 4 Honors 
 (P)  + 

Grade 9-12 
10 Credits 
 
 
 
 

Prerequisites: Completion of previous level, or instructor 
approval. 
 
Students will write, edit, design, and produce the school’s 
multimedia publication SHSTV. Emphasis is on writing, 
multimedia storytelling, and production design. Students will be 
given the opportunity to develop their skills in a variety of 
multimedia formats and will have the chance to create original news 
reports regularly broadcast to the entire school including streaming 
videos, mini-documentaries, investigative reports, in-depth feature 
stories, audio podcasts, and online reporting. Functioning much like 
the professional press, students will find a business atmosphere 
where they will become more innovative and more collaborative 
working with students of complementary strengths. Students will 
learn to tell stories in different ways depending on the attributes of 
the medium used and recognize the best medium for their 
publication, whether that be the web, broadcast, podcast, or more 
likely, a combination of the above.  

 

Psychology, General (P) + 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites: None 
 
This course will interactively introduce juniors and seniors to the 
scientific study of human behavior and mental processes.  Topics 
include perception, states of consciousness, learning and personality 
theories, motivation, relationships, sexuality, assessment 
procedures, social psychology, addictive diseases, life stages, 
abnormal psychology and other related topics. 
 



 

  
 

Senior Media Arts Lab + 
Grade 12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of MAP 10 and MAP 11 or 
with instructor approval. Concurrent enrollment in MAP 12 English 
and MAP 12 Social Studies courses. 

Students will use class time to develop and produce their yearlong 
Senior Project, and will receive instruction and support from the 
Lab teacher on this endeavor. Additionally, students will work on a 
variety of interdisciplinary MAP projects and activities as assigned 
by their Social Studies and English teachers. The lab teacher will 
also provide guidance as students develop their media portfolios for 
college admission purposes and provide additional support for the 
college admission process in general. Students will also have the 
opportunity to complete service learning projects using their media 
skills and obtain industry-recognized certifications for a variety of 
media based applications.  

 

Sports Medicine (P) + 
Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Sports Medicine is a year-long course for applied arts credit. This 
course trains students in basic first aid skills, sports injury 
recognition and the use of protective taping and wrapping.  Topics 
covered include: injury theory and prevention, basic anatomy and 
physiology, rehabilitation of injuries, therapeutic treatments and 
physical therapy, exercise, safety, and proper use and maintenance 
of equipment.  Hands-on taping labs are included during the year.  
A lab fee for taping supplies is charged.  
 

Stage Technology & Design + 
(Independent Study) 
Grades 9-12 
2.5 Credits 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Students will learn fundamentals of technical theater including: 
design and application of stage lighting and sound, scenic design 
and set construction, theater architecture, design, house 
management and publicity.  Students will learn through periodic 
workshops and class sessions, but primarily through practical 
experience working on Saratoga High School productions and 
events.  Students will meet as needed for “crew calls” or practicum 
sessions.  Students will serve as a technical staff for productions and 
"on call" support for other school functions. 
 

Introduction to Engineering Design   

(P)+ 
   Grades 9 -12 
   10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 1 or higher. 
 
This course is an introduction to the design and building of real 
objects.  Students learn 3D visualization, accurate measurements, 
and how objects are designed to perform specific functions.  Use 
of the 3D modeling software, Autodesk Inventor Professional, is 
integral to the design process and to the teaching of drafting 
principles.  Projects include the design and build of a laser cut and 
3D printed stamp, and the machining of a thread gauge and square 
level.  The course culminates with the design and 3D printing of a 
CO2 cartridge car built for speed.  

 



 

  
 

Principles of Engineering  

 (P)+ 
   Grades 10 -12 
   10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Geometry or higher. 
 
POE is a project-based course where students solve real 
engineering problems using a hands-on approach. Through a series 
of activities and explorations, students are introduced to a variety 
of engineering fields (mechanical, electrical, structural, and 
robotics). 

The class includes several design challenges where students work 
collaboratively to build and test their own design solutions. Major 
projects include designing and building solar-powered cars to 
maximize speed, wind turbines that maximize power, bridges that 
support the greatest load, and compound machines and robots that 
are designed to accomplish a particular task. 

Students also work with a variety of software tools that support the 
design process. These programs include Excel, MDSolids, WP 
Bridge Design, LoggerPro (data collection software), and 
ROBOTC (programming language used with VEX motors and 
sensors). 

 Digital Electronics (P)+ 
   Grades 10-12 
   10 Credits  

 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2 or higher. 
 
This course in applied logic encompasses the application of 
electronic circuits and devices.  Computer simulation software, 
Multisim, is used to design and test digital circuits prior to 
breadboarding.  Students will learn about soldering, logic gates, 
combinational logic, sequential logic, flip-flops, adders, counters, 
and Programmable Logic Devices (PLDs).  Students will also be 
coding the Arduino UNO microcontroller along with sensors and 
motors.   

 

Engineering Design & Development 

(P)+ 
   Grade 12 
   10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites: Completion of at least two Engineering courses. 
 
Engineering Design and Development is the capstone course for 
the Engineering Electives. It is an open-ended engineering 
research course in which students work in teams to design and 
develop an original solution to a well-defined and justified open-
ended problem by applying an engineering design process.  It is 
intended as the final capstone class for 12th grade students who are 
interested in an engineering/ technical career. 

 

 



 

  
 

 

Educational Options 
The Los Gatos-Saratoga High School District offers a variety of alternative education programs.  Each program is set up on a voluntary 
basis allowing the student to self-select according to perceived needs.  Some programs require special applications.  Each alternative 
program is unique in its structure and method for reaching individual needs.  Each also provides a strong instructional program based on 
district objectives and district-wide curricular guidelines. 

Middle College 
Middle College 

Grades 11-12 
Submitting an application does not guarantee acceptance into the 
Middle College Program.  To be considered for enrollment in the 
Middle College Program, an applicant must: 

 
• Have completed at least 110 semester units with no 

make-ups required 
• Have passed the California High School Exit Exam 
• Have a 2.8 GPA or higher 
• Complete all college and Middle College high school 

courses with grade C or higher 
• Complete a minimum of 6 college units each semester 

and maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0. (Most Middle 
College students’ GPAs are above 3.5) 

 
Note:  High school students are expected to pay for 
textbooks for their West Valley College classes.  
Textbooks for their high school English and Social 
Studies classes will be provided. 
 
Middle College at West Valley College is an alternative 
program offering an opportunity to students seeking an 
alternative academic program who have the social and 
academic skills to successfully function in college level 
classes.  Students need to be motivated to do independent 
research and to report their findings in both oral and written 
form. 
 
Students selecting and qualifying for the program are not 
usually involved in the traditional high school extracurricular 
activities offerings.  They are seeking a wider choice of 
electives and are usually anxious to get an early start on 
college credits.  The program is housed entirely on the West 
Valley College campus, so participants are no longer actively 
involved on their campuses of origin.  They will, however, 
receive a diploma from Saratoga High School and will be 
allowed to participate in end-of-year senior activities (beach 
day, prom and graduation). 

 



 

  
 

 
College Advantage 

College Advantage 
Grade 12 

General Eligibility 
• 3.5 or higher unweighted grade point average as recorded 

on the Los Gatos-Saratoga School District’s transcript. 
• On-target for graduation (180 credits by the end of the 

eleventh grade). 
• Completion of College Advantage application. 
• Two (2) high school teacher letters of recommendation. 
• 500-word essay:  “Why I Want to Spend My Senior Year 

at West Valley College”. 
• Completion of West Valley’s placement exam showing 

eligibility.   
• A school record of responsible, mature, self-directed 

behavior.   
• Parent permission. 

College Advantage is a unique program that invites high 
performing seniors, who have at least a 3.5 unweighted GPA, 
to complete many college units while completing the 
requirements for their high school diploma.  Students will 
enroll in classes only at the college campus, but they will be 
eligible for a Saratoga High diploma upon successful 
completion of the program. 

College Advantage provides: 

• An educational option to earn college credits while 
completing high school graduation requirements, 
including English, Government and Economics. 

• An opportunity to spend the fourth year of high 
school at West Valley College. 

• A potential cost savings for college expenses 
because of low community college costs for 
California residents.  

Who is the College Advantage Student? 

• An academically serious-minded high school senior. 
• A student who seeks advanced studies. 

A student who wants to take all of his/her senior year courses 
at West Valley College and understands that he/she will only 
be allowed to participate in end-of-year senior activities (beach 
day, prom and graduation). 
 



 

 

English 
Four years of English credit are required for graduation.  Summer school classes may not be used for advancement.  A student who has completed the 
course requirements with a grade of C- or higher may select an honors or advanced placement class.  Recommended grades are listed as a guideline. 
 

• Minimum High School Graduation English Requirements:  Must pass English 9, 10, 11 and 12. 
 

• Minimum 4-year College Entrance English Requirements:  Must earn a C- or higher in the 4 required college preparatory (P) English 
Courses. 

• Recommendations: Based on both semester grades. 
 

 
Summer school classes may not be used for advancement. 

 
                        
 
 

 
          
 
       
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Electives in the English Department 

 

 
 
 

(P) English 10 (P) English 10 MAP  
Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in 
World History MAP and Media Arts 1 

(P) English 12 

(P) English 9 

(P) English 11 

(P*) English 11 Honors 
Prerequisites: English 9 and 10.   

 
Recommended: B+ average in English 9 and 10. 

(P*) English Literature Composition AP 
Prerequisites: English 9, 10, 11.   

Recommended: B+ average in English 10 and 11. 

(P*) English Language Composition AP 
Prerequisites:  English 9, 10, 11.   

Recommended: B+ average in English 10 and 11. 

(P*) English 11 Honors MAP 
Prerequisites: Completion of English 10 MAP. 
Concurrent enrollment in U.S. History MAP or  

AP US History MAP AND Media Arts 2. 
Recommended: B+ average in English 9 and 10 

MAP. 
 

(P) English 11 MAP 
Prerequisites: Completion of English 10 

MAP. Concurrent enrollment in U.S. 
History MAP or US History MAP AP 

AND Media Arts 2 
 

(P) English 9 MAP  
(Media Arts Program) 

(P*) English Language & Composition AP MAP 
Prerequisites:  Completion of Eng 11 MAP Honors 

or Eng 11 MAP. Concurrent enrollment in Senior 
Media Arts Lab AND US Gov/Econ MAP or  

US Gov AP/Econ MAP 
Recommended: B+ average in Eng 10 & 11 MAP. 

(P) English 12 MAP 
Prerequisites: Completion of Eng 11 

MAP or English 11 MAP Honors.  
Concurrent enrollment in Senior Media 
Arts Lab AND US Gov/Econ MAP or  

US Gov AP/Econ MAP 

Honors & Advance Placement Courses 

 
+ (P) Journalism 1 

Grades 9-12 

 
English Language Development (ELD) 

Grades 9-12 

English electives may not be substituted for required grade level courses listed above. 

♦+ (P) Journalism 2-3 and 4 Honors 
(Yearbook) 

Prerequisites: Completion of previous 
level 

♦+ (P) Journalism 2-3 and 4 Honors 
(Newspaper) 

Prerequisites: Completion of previous 
level  

+ (P*) Multimedia Journalism 
(SHS-TV) 1- 3 and 4 Honors 

Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: Completion of previous 

level, or instructor approval 
 

 
  Strategic Learning 

Grades 9-12 
 

 
 (P) Creative Writing 

Grades 9-12 
 



 

  
 

(P) U.S. Gov AP/ Econ MAP 
Grade 12 

Prerequisites:  Concurrent 
enrollment in Senior Media Lab 

 

Media Arts Program 
Successful completion of MAP coursework currently satisfies graduation requirements in English 9-12, Social Studies requirements for 10-11th grades 

and 12th grade US Government. Students will also satisfy Applied Arts credit and Visual and Performing Arts credit. 

 
Freshman Level:  
 
 
          
 

 
Sophomore Level: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Junior Level: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Senior Level:  

 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(P) World History MAP 
Grade 10 

Concurrent enrollment in English 10 MAP & 
Media Arts 1 

 

(P*) U.S. History MAP AP 
Grade 11 

Prerequisites: Completion of World History 
MAP. 

Recommended: B+ average in World Geography 
and World History MAP. Concurrent enrollment 
in an 11th grade MAP English and Media Arts 2 

(P) U.S. History MAP 
Grade 11 

 Prerequisites: Completion of World History 
MAP. Concurrent enrollment in an 11th grade 

MAP English section and  
Media Arts 2 

(P) English 10 MAP  
Grade 10 

Concurrent enrollment in World 
History MAP & Media Arts 1 

 
(P) English 9 MAP 

+Media Arts 1 (MA1) 
Grade 10 

Concurrent enrollment required in 
English 10 MAP and  
World History MAP 

(P*) English 11 Honors MAP 
Prerequisites: Completion of 
English 10 MAP, Concurrent 

enrollment in U.S. History MAP 
or AP US History MAP and Media 

Arts 2. 
Recommended: B+ average in 

English 9 and 10 MAP 
 

(P) English 11 MAP 
Grade 11 

Prerequisites: Completion of 
English 10 MAP. Concurrent 

enrollment in a U.S. History MAP 
and Media Arts 2 

 

 

& & 

OR OR & & 

 
 
 
 
 

 (P) # Media Arts 2 (MA2) 
Grade 11 

Concurrent enrollment required in 
an 11th grade MAP English section 

and  
a US History MAP section 

(P)  U.S. Gov/Econ MAP 
Grade 12 

Prerequisites:  Concurrent 
enrollment in Senior Media Lab 

 
 
 

+ Senior Media Arts Lab 
Grade 12 

 
Concurrent enrollment in MAP 12 

required 
& 

(P*) English Language & Comp AP MAP 
Prerequisites:  Completion of Eng 11 MAP 

Honors or Eng 11 MAP. Concurrent enrollment in 
US Gov/Econ MAP or US Gov AP/Econ MAP 

AND Senior Media Lab 
Recommended: B+ average in Eng 10 & 11 

MAP. 
 

OR 
(P) English 12 MAP 

Grade 12 
Prerequisites:  Concurrent enrollment in Senior 

Media Lab 
 

& 
OR 



 

  
 

English 9 (P) 

English 9 MAP (Media Arts Program) (P) 
Grade 9 
10 Credits 

 
English 10 (P) 
English 10 MAP (Media Arts Program) (P) 

Grade 10 
10 Credits 

 
English 11 (P) 
English 11 Honors (P*) 

Grade 11 
10 Credits 

English 11 MAP (Media Arts Program)  (P)/  
English 11 Honors MAP (P*) 

Grade 11 
10 Credits 
 

English 12 (P) 
Grade 12 
10 Credits 

English 12 MAP (P) 
Grade 12 
10 Credits 

English Language & Composition AP 
MAP (P) 

Grade 12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites for English 11 Honors:  English 9 and 10.   

Recommendation for English 11 Honors and English 11 Honors 
MAP:  B+ average in English 9 and 10. 

Prerequisites for English 10 MAP, English 11MAP/11 Honors 
MAP:  See boxes below. 
 
English courses are designed to develop competence and maturity in 
skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening.  Class work 
emphasizes the processes students must understand and the techniques 
they must practice to become active rather than passive users of these 
communication skills.  In composition, main features of process 
include pre-writing, composing, revising and editing.  Assignments 
cover a range from narration and interview to a concentration on 
exposition.  In reading, techniques of literary analysis are developed 
through work with a variety of literary forms:  short stories, novels, 
plays, poems, and essays.  In speaking and listening, students focus on 
good communication habits while they develop the skills necessary 
for effective spoken discourse.  The four-year sequence also gives 
attention to research, critical thinking, vocabulary, grammar, language 
usage, spelling and punctuation.  All students take English 9.  During 
the sophomore year, students self-select English 10 or English 10 
MAP (see box below).  In the junior year, students self-select 
placement in English 11 or English 11 Honors (American Literature) 
or English 11 MAP or English 11 Honors MAP.  English 11 continues 
the comprehensive emphasis of English 9 and 10.  The Honors level 
emphasizes intensive literary analysis, enhanced vocabulary/language 
study, and rhetorical strategies for composition.  English 11/11Honors 
MAP continues the Media Arts focus of English 10 MAP (see box 
below). English 12 (P) provides students with a strong background in 
humanities and literary analysis. 
 

English 9 MAP (Media Arts Program) (P) 
Grade 9 

      10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 
English 9 MAP is an introduction to the theoretical foundation of the 
MAP program.  The course fulfills the requirements for English 9 at 
Saratoga High School, covering the same literature, writing, and 
language study units as the regular English 9 classes, but with a 
focus on aesthetics & visual composition, professional presentation, 
and communication & collaborative learning.  The assessment will 
be predominantly project-based with options for creative use of 
technology and media. Enrollment in English 9 MAP is non-binding 
to later years in the MAP program, but it is a recommended first step 
for students interested in the Media Arts Academy. 

 



 

  
 

English 10 MAP (Media Arts Program) (P) 
Grade 10 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites Concurrent enrollment in World History MAP and 
Media Arts 1 (MA 1). 
 
English 10 MAP is part of a program of three courses (including 
Media Arts 1 and World History MAP) that students enrolled in the 
Media Arts Program will take during their sophomore year. 
 
In addition to focusing on literary analysis, critical thinking, written 
composition, group skills, and oral communication, English 10 MAP 
offers increased interaction with multimedia technology.  The course 
teaches students both how to analyze the rhetorical and visual 
strategies of media productions and offers students the opportunity to 
demonstrate their understanding of course material through the 
creation of multimedia products.  Projects that involve a multimedia 
component will be worked on in conjunction with the Media Arts 1 
elective.  Additional instruction on these projects and time to work on 
them will be provided in the elective course. 
 
 

English 11 MAP (Media Arts Program) (P)/  
English 11 Honors MAP (P*) 

Grade 11 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites: Completion of English 10 MAP; concurrent 
enrollment in US History MAP or US History AP MAP and l Media 
Arts 2.   

Recommended for English 11 Honors MAP: C- or better in English 
9 and English 10 MAP. Students may select English 11 Honors MAP 
independent of the level of US History MAP they choose. Students 
with the technical proficiencies covered in MAP 1 who were not in 
the MAP program their sophomore year may appeal to enter the MAP 
program their junior year.  Appeal applications are available from 
their Guidance counselor. 

Continuing the philosophy of English 10 MAP, the junior year MAP 
English is a project-based course focused on American literature. 
Students will continue to use their media skills to synthesize ideas 
from the American experience. Ongoing work with analysis writing, 
critical thinking, group skills, and varied modes of communication 
highlight English 11/11 Honors MAP. Students who select the Honors 
option are held to the rigor of Honors level writing and reading 
standards and will be asked to master additional content/skills. 

 

English 12 MAP (Media Arts Program) (P)/  
English Language Composition AP MAP 
(P*) 

Grade 12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites for Eng. 12 MAP: Completion of English 11 MAP or 
English 11 MAP Honors. Concurrent enrollment in U.S. 
Government/Economics MAP or US Government AP/Economics 
MAP AND Senior Media Lab. 

 
Prerequisites for Eng. Lang Comp AP MAP:  Completion of Eng 
11 MAP Honors or Eng 11 MAP. Concurrent enrollment in Econ 
MAP/U.S.Gov or Econ MAP/US Gov AP. 
 Recommended: B+ average in Eng 10 & 11 MAP. 
 
The senior year of MAP English will feature a mix of fiction and 
nonfiction readings, with a particular emphasis on contemporary 
trends in media and their impacts upon society.  The course will 
focus on implementing advanced strategies in a wide variety of 
writing modes, including analytical, persuasive, research, 
screenwriting, and personal narrative.  Several small multimedia 
projects will offer students an additional method of demonstrating 
their understanding of course material, and all students enrolled in 
the course will complete a yearlong senior project that will serve as a 
culmination of their media work in the program.  Students taking the 
course at the AP level will be held to the rigor of AP level writing 
and reading standards and will be asked to master additional content 
and skills.   

 



 

  
 

English Language Composition AP (P*) 
Grade 12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  Completion of English 9, 10, 11.     

Recommended:  B+ average in English 10 and 11. 
 
This is a college-level English course focusing on the analysis of 
nonfiction prose as it relates to periods, disciplines and rhetorical 
contexts.  Emphasis is on studying the ways writers use the resources 
of language as rhetorical strategies.  Composition instruction, practice 
and assignments integrate these strategies through a variety of 
traditional rhetorical modes.  The course will also include preparation 
for the AP Language and Composition Exam. 
 

English Language Development (ELD) 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
This course is designed to support students who are English learners.  
They are introduced to strategies in reading comprehension, 
vocabulary development and writing.  Students continue to enhance 
their level of English acquisition through language instruction in 
grammar, word usage and mechanics.  This course will also help 
students develop specific reading strategies and skills useful in various 
school subjects. 
 

English Literature Composition AP (P*) 
Grade 12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  English 9, 10, 11.   

Recommended:  B+ average in English 10 and 11. 
 
English Literature and Composition is a college-level English course 
focusing on analysis of literature through discussion and a variety of 
modes of writing.  The course surveys works from the ancient Greeks 
to modern literature, covering the traditional canon as well as works 
from women and minorities.  Though the primary emphasis is on 
literature, the course also includes research writing and preparation for 
the AP Literature and Composition Exam. 
 

Journalism 1 (P) + 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
This class is designed to introduce the student to all types of writing 
for the media and closely follows formats established in the 
professional press.  Emphasis is on writing, design and layout.  
Students learn a page design program called InDesign and basic 
Photoshop.  Students will produce model editions of The Falcon 
newspaper and other publications.  This course is a prerequisite for 
Journalism 2, 3 and 4 Honors (Newspaper and Yearbook). 
 

Journalism 2, 3 (Newspaper) (P) + 
Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 
 

Journalism 4 Honors (Newspaper) (P) ¨+ 
Grade 12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  Completion of previous level and teacher approval (Tyler) 

Prerequisites for Journalism 4 Honors:  Journalism 1-3   
 
Students will write, edit, design, layout and produce the school 
newspaper, The Falcon.  Emphasis is on writing and page design.  
Students will be given the opportunity to develop their skills in a 
variety of writing styles and formats and will have the chance to learn 
about electronic desktop publishing.  Functioning much like the 
professional press, students will find a business atmosphere where 
they will generate, write and design their publication as well as solicit 
advertisements to pay for the finished products.   
 



 

  
 

Journalism 2, 3 (Yearbook) (P) + 
Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 
 

Journalism 4 Honors (Yearbook) (P) ¨ + 
Grade 12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites for Journalism 2 and 3:  Completion of previous level 

Prerequisites for Journalism 4 Honors:  Journalism 1-3   
 
Students in this class will compose the copy, design the layouts and 
take the pictures to be used in the school's yearbook, The Talisman.  
There will be opportunities for learning electronic desktop publishing 
techniques, working with word processing and graphics programs.  
The prerequisites for this class are Journalism 1 and teacher approval. 
 

Multimedia Journalism (SHS-TV) 1-4H   
(P*)  + 

Grade 9-12 
10 Credits 
 
 
 
 

Prerequisites:  Completion of previous level or instructor approval. 
 
Recommended: C or better in one or more of the following classes:  
Journalism, Film Making, or Media Arts 1. Students may also submit 
an application to the instructor that demonstrates the skills required 
for admission to the course. 
 
Students will write, edit, design, and produce the school’s 
multimedia publication SHSTV. Emphasis is on writing, multimedia 
storytelling, and production design. Students will be given the 
opportunity to develop their skills in a variety of multimedia formats 
and will have the chance to create original news reports regularly 
broadcast to the entire school including streaming videos, mini-
documentaries, investigative reports, in-depth feature stories, audio 
podcasts, and online reporting. Functioning much like the 
professional press, students will find a business atmosphere where 
they will become more innovative and more collaborative working 
with students of complementary strengths. Students will learn to tell 
stories in different ways depending on the attributes of the medium 
used and recognize the best medium for their publication, whether 
that be the web, broadcast, podcast, or more likely, a combination of 
the above.  

 

Creative Writing (P) 
    Grades 9-12 
    10 Credits 

Prerequisites: None 

This introductory course is a practical workshop class designed to develop 
writing voice through an examination and application of a variety of 
creative writing genres including but not limited to: short fiction, poetry, 
and memoir/personal narrative (creative nonfiction). 

 

Strategic Learning Skills 
    Grades 9-12 
    10 Credits 

Prerequisite: None 

This course is designed to provide students with the skills necessary to be 
successful in their academic careers. Students will learn and practice a 
variety of lifelong learning skills, including note taking techniques, writing 
methods, test taking techniques, organizational skills, reading and 
communication skills. In addition, class time will be spent assisting 
students with homework and assignments from other classes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Mathematics 
Two years of mathematics credit are required for graduation.  Algebra 1 must be passed to meet the graduation requirement.  The Mathematics 
Department members feel strongly that students benefit most from enrolling in mathematics classes offered during the regular school year. 
 
 
 

• Minimum High School Graduation Math Requirements:  Must pass 2 years of math. 
 

• Minimum 4-year College Entrance Math Requirements:  Must earn a C- or higher in the following math courses:  Algebra 1, Geometry or 
Enriched Geometry, Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Honors 

 
 
 
 
 

     

     

(P) Sequential Math 1     

     

(P) Sequential Math  2 (P) Algebra 1   

     

 (P) Geometry   
Math Electives for 

Juniors/Seniors 
any time after 

Algebra 2 

    

(P) Algebra 2 (P) Algebra 2 Honors   

   
(P) Sports in Statistics 

(P) PreCalculus (P*) PreCalculus Honors  

   

(P*) AP Statistics 
(P)Calculus (P*) AP Calculus AB (P*) AP Calculus BC  

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 
¨ Not recognized for Honors credit by CSU or UC 
 



 

  
 

Mathematics Electives 

+ (P*) Computer Science A AP 
B- or higher in Alg 2 H or A- or higher in Alg 2 and prior 

programming experience 

(P*) Statistics AP 
(Grades 11 – 12) 

After successful completion of Algebra 2 
 

+ (P) Intro to Engineering Design 
(Grades 9 – 12)  

Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 1 or higher. 

+ (P) Principles of Engineering 
 (Grades 10 – 12)  

Concurrent enrollment in Geometry or higher. 
No prior Engineering course required. 

+ (P) Introduction to Computer Programming  
(Grades 9 – 12)  

+ (P) Digital Electronics 
 (Grades 10 – 12)  

Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2 or higher. 
No prior Engineering course required. 

 

+ (P) Engineering Design and Development 
 (Grade 12)  

Completion of at least two Engineering courses. 
 

 (P) Statistics in Sports 
 (Grades 11-12) 

After successful completion of Algebra 2 

+  Meets the Applied Arts graduation requirement.  One semester (5 credits) is required in addition to 
Health/Driver Education which all students must take and pass in order to graduate. 



 

 

 
Engineering Elective Chart 

 
 

+ (P) Intro to Engineering Design 
(Grades 9 – 12) 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 1 or higher. 
 

+ (P) Principles of Engineering 
(Grades 10 – 12) 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Geometry or higher. 
 

+ (P) Digital Electronics 
(Grades 10 – 12) 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2 or higher. 
 

+ (P) Engineering Design and Development 
(Grade 12) 

Prerequisites: Completion of at least two Engineering courses. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intro to Engineering Design 

  

Principles of Engineering 

  

Digital Electronics 

  

Engineering Design and Development 

 

No prior engineering 
instruction/experience is required for 
enrollment in any of the engineering 
classes, except EDD. Classes are 
designed to be independent of each 
other. Students can opt in or out of the 
course sequence as suits their interest 
and schedule.  
 
The suggested sequence is 
recommended based on math and 
science background, as well as 
maturity level. 
 
The core mission of every 
Engineering elective is to allow 
students to experience a hands-on 
education in an active project-based 
learning environment. 



 

 

 
 
Sequential Math 1 (P) 

10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  None.   
 
This course is designed for students who have not yet taken Algebra 
1 or did not successfully complete the first semester of Algebra 1. 
 
The pace of the course is designed to allow students to develop 
fundamentals and master of beginning Algebra 1. The algebra topics 
include basic operations with real numbers, solving equations, 
inequalities, lines and graphs, polynomials, and factoring. 
 

 
Sequential Math 2 (P) 

10 Credits 
 

 
Prerequisites for Sequential Math 2:  Sequential Math 1 
 
This course is designed for students who have completed Sequential 
Math 1 or did not successfully complete the second semester of 
Algebra 1. 
 
The pace of the course is designed to allow students to reinforce and 
master the fundamentals of Algebra 1 and begin developing the 
fundamentals of the first portion of geometry. The algebra topics 
include factoring, quadratics, radicals and rational expressions. The 
geometry topics include the foundations of geometry (points, lines 
and planes), congruent triangles and the traditional Euclidian 
emphasis on reasoning and proof. 
 

Algebra 1 (P) 
 

Prerequisites:  None.   
 
This is a college preparatory first-year algebra course.  Topics 
include quantities and modeling, understanding functions, linear 
functions, equations and inequalities, statistical models, linear 
systems, exponential relationships, polynomial operations, 
quadratic functions, quadratic equations and modeling. 
 
 
 

Geometry (P) 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  Algebra 1 
 
This course prepares students for Algebra 2. Topics include: 
Transformation & Congruence, Transformation & Symmetry, 
Quadrilaterals & Coordinate Proof, Similarity, Trigonometry, 
Properties of Circles, Measurement & Modeling in 2D & 3D. 
 

Algebra 2 (P) 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  Geometry 
 
This course prepares students for Pre-Calculus. The course meets 
the requirement of a third year of math for college entrance. 
Topics include a more in depth examination of material from 
Algebra 1 as well as functions; quadratic functions, equations and 
relations; polynomial functions, expressions and equations; 
rational functions, expressions and equations; radical functions, 
expressions and equations; exponential and logarithmic functions 
and equations; trig. functions; probability; statistics. 
 



 

 

Algebra 2 Honors (P) ¨ 
10 Credits 
 
 
¨ Not recognized for 
Honors credit by CSU 
or UC. 

Prerequisites:  Geometry 
 
This course prepares students for Pre-Calculus or Pre-Calculus 
Honors.  This second-year algebra course includes further 
examination of material from Algebra 1 as well as functions, 
quadratic functions, equations and relations; polynomial functions, 
expressions and equations; rational functions, expressions and 
equations; radical functions, expressions and equations; 
exponential and logarithmic functions and equations; trig. 
functions; probability; statistics.  Concepts will be explored in 
greater depth and in a more challenging format than in regular 
Algebra 2. 

 

Pre-Calculus (P) 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites: Algebra 2 
 
This course prepares students for Calculus or AP Calculus AB. 
Topics include trigonometric formulas, identities, graphs, inverses, 
equations, and triangle solutions, polar coordinates and equations 
and their relationship to complex numbers, vectors, conics, 
sequences and series, functions, zeroes, introduction to limits, & 
derivatives.     
 

Pre-Calculus Honors (P*) 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  Algebra 2  
 
This course prepares students for AP Calculus AB or BC.  Pre-
Calculus Honors covers all topics included in the Pre-Calculus 
course described above.  Concepts will be explored in greater 
depth and in a more challenging format.  Additional topics covered 
include coordinate geometry with rotated conics, vector equations 
for a line and plane in space, and parametric equations. 
 

 Calculus (P)  
       10 Credits 
       Grades 11 and 12 

Prerequisites: Pre-Calculus 
 
This course will introduce calculus topics to enable success with 
college level mathematics. Topics will include reinforcement of 
foundational skills necessary for success in a calculus course and 
basic calculus topics such as limit, derivative, and anti-derivative. 
 
 

Calculus (AB)  AP (P*) 
10 Credits 
 

Calculus (BC)  AP (P*) 
10 Credits 

 
Prerequisites for Calculus AB or BC AP: Pre-Calculus  
 
These courses teach selected topics included in the area of 
differential and integral calculus as set by the College Board 
Course Description for Calculus. The courses emphasize a multi-
representational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and 
problems being expressed graphically, numerically, analytically, 
and verbally. The BC course also includes polar graphs, vectors, 
series and differential equations. A secondary aim of these courses 
is to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Exam. 
 



 

 

Statistics AP (P*) 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  Algebra 2 
 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major 
concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing 
conclusions from data.  Students are exposed to four broad 
conceptual themes:  Exploring Data - Observing patterns and 
departures from patterns;  Planning a Study - Deciding what and 
how to measure; Anticipating Patterns - Producing models using 
probability theory and simulation; and Statistical Inference - 
Confirming models.  A secondary aim of this course is to prepare 
students for the Advanced Placement test.  

Statistics in Sports (P) 
(Statistical Reasoning in Sports) 

Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

The purpose of this course is to teach students the principles of 
statistical reasoning in an accessible and enjoyable way that helps 
prepare them for life in the twenty-first century. In a data-saturated 
world, students must be able to ask thoughtful questions, properly 
analyze data, and most importantly, use critical thinking skills to 
draw appropriate conclusions and recognize inappropriate 
conclusions made by others. Statistical Reasoning in Sports aims 
to introduce a non-standard and student-friendly approach that 
emphasizes the entire statistical process all in a motivating sports 
context. The course also covers each of the Common Core 
Standards for Statistics and Probability. (Not intended to prepare 
students for AP Statistics Exam.) 
 

Introduction to Computer  
Programming  (P)+ 
   Grades 9 -12 
   10 credits 

 

Prerequisites: Familiarity with computer basics such as file 
storage and keyboarding. 
 
This course teaches general computer science concepts with a 
focus on programming using the Java programming language. We 
will cover general principles of computer science including object 
oriented design, programming, operating systems, networking, 
graphics and multimedia, physical design and operation of a 
personal computer and current topics in computing. 
 

Computer Science AP (P*) + 
10 Credits 

Math Prerequisites:  A- or higher in Algebra 2, B- or higher in 
Algebra 2 Honors. 
Programming Prerequisites:  B- or higher in introductory 
programming course or previous programming experience. 
Confidence is expected in: beginning Java syntax concepts, 
variable declarations and initializations, loops, conditional 
statements (if-else), simple output statements, utilization of 
methods, their parameter lists and return types, and the interaction 
between an object and a tester class using that object. Complete 
the exercises on the Math Department website to check your pre-
requisite knowledge. 
 
This course is equivalent to a first semester college-level course in 
Computer Science. It emphasizes object orientation, programming 
methodology and efficient, understandable design in programs. 
Topics covered include program and class design, arithmetic and 
logical expressions, design modularity, control structures, 
repetition, quadratic sorting, inheritance, one and two-dimensional 
arrays and other data structures. The programming language used 
for this course is Java. 



 

 

Introduction to Engineering Design   

(P)+ 
   Grades 9 -12 
   10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 1 or higher. 
 
This course is an introduction to the design and building of real 
objects.  Students learn 3D visualization, accurate measurements, 
and how objects are designed to perform specific functions.  Use 
of the 3D modeling software, Autodesk Inventor Professional, is 
integral to the design process and to the teaching of drafting 
principles.  Projects include the design and build of a laser cut and 
3D printed stamp, and the machining of a thread gauge and square 
level. The course culminates with the design and 3D printing of a 
CO2 cartridge car built for speed.  
 

Principles of Engineering  

 (P)+ 
   Grades 10 -12 
   10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Geometry or higher. 
 
POE is a project-based course where students solve real 
engineering problems using a hands-on approach. Through a series 
of activities and explorations, students are introduced to a variety 
of engineering fields (mechanical, electrical, structural, and 
robotics). 

The class includes several design challenges where students work 
collaboratively to build and test their own design solutions. Major 
projects include designing and building solar-powered cars to 
maximize speed, wind turbines that maximize power, bridges that 
support the greatest load, and compound machines and robots that 
are designed to accomplish a particular task. 
Students also work with a variety of software tools that support the 
design process. These programs include Excel, MDSolids, WP 
Bridge Design, LoggerPro (data collection software), and 
ROBOTC (programming language used with VEX motors and 
sensors). 

 Digital Electronics (P)+ 
   Grades 10-12 
   10 Credits  

 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2 or higher. 
 
This course in applied logic encompasses the application of 
electronic circuits and devices.  Computer simulation software, 
Multisim, is used to design and test digital circuits prior to 
breadboarding.  Students will learn about soldering, logic gates, 
combinational logic, sequential logic, flip-flops, adders, counters, 
and Programmable Logic Devices (PLDs).  Students will also be 
coding the Arduino UNO microcontroller along with sensors and 
motors.   
 

 Engineering Design & Development 

 (P)+  
   Grade 12 
   10 Credits 
 

Prerequisites: Completion of at least two Engineering courses. 
 
Engineering Design and Development is the capstone course for 
the Engineering Electives. It is an open-ended engineering 
research course in which students work in teams to design and 
develop an original solution to a well-defined and justified open-
ended problem by applying an engineering design process.  It is 
intended as the final capstone class for 12th grade students who are 
interested in an engineering/ technical career.  
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Non-Departmental Course 
 

School Service 
(Teacher/Office Assistant) 
Grades 9-12 
5 credits per semester 

Prerequisites:  Approval of teacher and department chair. Contact 
with supervising adult; graded Pass/Fail. 
 
Credit is offered for work performed as a teacher's assistant, office 
aide, or other appropriate service to the school.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Physical Fitness 
Two years of Physical Fitness credit are required for graduation.  Physical Fitness courses taken in summer school do not meet the Physical 
Fitness requirement for graduation.  See your Guidance Counselor for information. 
 
 

• Minimum High School Graduation Physical Fitness Requirements:  Must pass 20 credits.  Freshmen must participate in both 
semesters. 

• Seniors who have NOT completed the required 20 credits of PE will be automatically enrolled in intermediate physical fitness: 
Seniors who plan on playing a sport may still do so, but will need to acquire a “ticket to play” and then wait for the sport to begin before 
being excused from PE. 

• Minimum 4-year College Entrance Physical Fitness Requirements:  None 
 
 
 

Students in grades 9-12 may enroll in courses unless otherwise noted. 
 

Fall Sport 
See course request form for 

listing of specific sports 

Beginning Physical Fitness (Fall) 
Beginning Physical Fitness (Spring) 

Grade 9 

Spring Sport 
See course request form for 

listing of specific sports 

Independent Study (ISPE) 
Approval required prior to semester requested 

– application available in Guidance Office. 

Winter Sport 
See course request form for 

listing of specific sports 

Color Guard 
Audition required 

Spirit/Cheer 
Try-out required 

Winter Guard 
Audition required 

OR 

OR 

Intermediate Physical Fitness 
Grades 10-12 

Health/Driver Education 
Grade 9 

Marching Band 
Must be concurrently enrolled in Band 

(Symphonic or Wind Ensemble) 

Dance 
Audition required 



 

 

Health/Driver Education + 
(semester course) 
Grades 9-12 
5 Credits 

Graduation Requirement.  All students must take and pass this 
course. 
 
Health/Driver Education covers driver education, first aid, CPR, 
AED Training, personal safety, sexually transmitted diseases, high-
risk behaviors, addiction, emergency preparedness, personal health, 
nutrition and mental health issues. 
 
 

Beginning Physical Fitness (Fall) 
(semester 1 only) 

       Grade 9 
 

Beginning Physical Fitness (Spring) 
(semester 2 only) 

       Grade 9 
 

Prerequisites:  None.   
 
Physical Education students have the opportunity to learn physical 
skills, proper methods and techniques of exercise, the relationship 
of exercise to wellness and fitness, and good sportsmanship.  The 
learning experience offered can be a major contributing factor in the 
development of an individual in all phases of life—physical, mental, 
emotional and social. 
 

Intermediate Physical Fitness 
        Grades 10-12 

 

Prerequisites:  Any PE class or sport taken in 9th grade.   
 
A continuation of Beginning Physical Fitness (previously known as 
“Physical Education”) with emphasis on developing individualized 
fitness plans, mastering advanced techniques, demonstrating a more 
in-depth knowledge of fitness principles and attaining elite levels of 
speed, strength, power and endurance.  
 

Fall Sport 
Grade 9 ( See Below) 
Grades 10-12 
 

Winter Sport 
Grade 9  (See Below) 
Grades 10-12 
 

Spring Sport 
Grade 9 – See Below 
Grades 10-12 
 
 

Prerequisites:  Enrollment in Sports PE requires participation on 
an interscholastic school team – Try-out required.   
 

Color Guard (Fall) 
(semester 1 only) 

        Grades 9-12 
 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
This is a performance-based class that functions in conjunction with 
the marching band (PE Marching Band) during semester I.  Color 
Guard is open to male and female students.  Movement, equipment, 
and intermediate dance fundamentals are the core of the curriculum.  
Students are required to commit to a schedule of rehearsal sessions 
in class and performances outside of the school day.  Color Guard 
(Semester I) fulfills a semester of PE requirement. 
 



 

 

Winter Guard (Spring) 
(semester 2 only) 

       Grades 9-12 
 

Prerequisites:  Audition Required, Teacher Approcal  
 
This is a performance-based class in which participants 
perform/compete in the Winter Guard International circuit.  Winter 
Guard is open to male and female students.  Movement, equipment, 
and intermediate dance fundamentals are the core of the curriculum.  
Students are required to commit to a schedule of rehearsal sessions 
in class and performances outside of the school day.  Winter guard 
(Color Guard semester II) fulfills a semester of the PE requirement. 
 

Spirit/Cheer 
Grade 9 (May be required to return to Physical 

Fitness. following the completion of 
the Spirit Squad season) 

        Grades 10-12 
 

Prerequisites:  Try-out required.   
 
This course offers students the opportunity to participate in the 
competitive cheerleading/dance team program.  Students must try-
out for spirit positions.  Once selected, students must participate 
daily in a spirit PE class, perform at games and rallies as well as 
compete against other schools during the fall and spring in 
competitive cheerleading events. 
 

Dance 
     Grades 9-12 

Prerequisites:  Audition required. 

This audition based course is for students with some dance 
experience who are committed to expanding their love of dance, 
technique, knowledge and professionalism in a range of styles 
including Street, Lyrical, Jazz, Modern Jazz & Theatrical Jazz. 
Competitive dance routines are designed for intermediate to 
advanced dancers. Performing for the school at rallies and games, 
for the local community and in dance competitions is required. 
Students will commit to a schedule of practices and performances 
in and outside of the school day. 

Marching Band (Fall) 
(semester 1 only) 

        Grades 9-12 
 

Prerequisites:  Concurrent enrollment in Symphonic/Marching 
Band, Orchestra, or Choir.   
 
As part of the Marching Band, students can fulfill their first 
semester PE requirement.  Students taking this course must be 
concurrently enrolled in Symphonic/Marching Band, Orchestra, or 
Choir.  Marching Band is an active physical activity that requires 
endurance and physical stamina.  Students should plan on an on-
campus camp the week prior to the first official week of school as 
well as time outside of class for competitions.  



 

 

Independent Study (ISPE) 
(semester or year course) 

       Grades 9-12 
5 or 10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  Must meet strict eligibility standards of state or 
national competition or performance.  Must submit application to 
Guidance Office prior to the start of the semester during which the 
student intends to enroll in ISPE. 
 
Students may be eligible for this program if they participate in ten 
or more hours per week of an organized and supervised physical 
activity outside of school that involves state or national competition 
or performance during seventeen weeks of a semester.  They must 
not have completed the required 20 credits of PE.  Enrollment 
requires approval of a district evaluation committee.   Students must 
pick up an application form for ISPE from the Guidance Office at 
Saratoga High School.  Completed forms and documentation must 
be returned to the Guidance Office prior to the start of each semester 
or school year.  Students may enroll in Independent Study PE at the 
beginning of a semester (or year) only and must remain in the 
program for an entire semester.  ISPE courses are graded Pass/Fail.  
Students will be ineligible to continue in the program during 
subsequent semesters if they fail to meet the requirements of the 
ISPE contract.  Sophomores who are on a school competitive sports 
team need not participate in ISPE during that semester. 
 

 



 

 

(P) Chemistry 
Prerequisites:  Biology and 

Algebra 1 

Science 
Two years of science credit are required for graduation-one year of a biological science and one year of a physical science. Due to lab safety concerns 
in the limited space, science classes are capped at 32 students in each class. Only students at the appropriate grade level who have completed the 
required courses with a grade of C- or higher should consider an honors or advanced placement class. A student who has earned the recommended 
grades will be given priority enrollment if the demand exceeds the maximum number of spaces in a class. 
 
 

• Minimum High School Graduation Science Requirements:  Must pass 2 years (1 year of biological science and 1 year of physical science). 
• Minimum 4-year College Entrance Science Requirements:  Must earn a C- or higher in at least 2 years of college-prep (P) lab sciences, 

generally 1 year in a biological science and 1 year in a physical science. 
• Strongly Recommended:  Students who are likely to pursue a science or engineering major in college are strongly encouraged to enroll in a 

physics class. 
• Freshmen and sophomores may not take more than one science class per year. 

Prerequisite requirements are based on second semester grades. 
 

 
 
 

 

For advancement to Chemistry and Physics, Biology must be completed during the regular school year. Summer school courses are for 
remediation only. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Courses Below May Be Taken In Any Order Provided Prerequisites Are Met 
 

For admission to AP science classes, Chemistry must be completed during the regular school year. 
Students must be in grade 11 or 12 to be eligible for all science electives. 

A C or higher must have been earned in all required courses. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

(P) Biology 
Intended for students in grade 10 or above.  

Recommended only for 9th graders who have earned an A- 
or higher in 8th grade science and math courses. 

(P*) Chemistry Honors 
Prerequisites:  Biology, Algebra 1, English 9   

Recommended:  B+ or higher in Biology and B+ or 
higher in Algebra 1 and most recent mathematics class. 

Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2 or above 
recommended. 

(P) Earth Science 
Recommended for 9th graders enrolling in Algebra 1 or 
who have earned a B+ or below in 8th grade science or 

math classes. 

(P*) Physics AP 1/ Physics AP 2  
Prerequisites:  Chemistry   

Recommended:  Enrollment in  
Pre-calculus Honors or higher and B+ or 

higher in Chemistry or B- or higher in 
Chemistry Honors. If requirements not 

met, teacher approval needed 

(P) Physics 
Prerequisites:  Biology & Geometry 

Recommended:  C or higher in 
Algebra 1 and Geometry 

(P*) Biology AP 
Prerequisites:  Biology and Chemistry 

Recommended:  B+ or higher in Biology, 
A- or higher in Chemistry, or B or higher 

in Chemistry Honors. B+ or higher in 
Algebra 2 Honors. B or higher in English 9 

and 10 (P) Astronomy 
Prerequisites:  Completion of Biology and 

Algebra 1  
 (Course is for one semester) 

 

(P*) Chemistry AP 
Prerequisites:  Chemistry 

Recommended:  A in Chemistry 
or B+ or higher in Chemistry 

Honors. B+ or higher in Algebra 2 
Honors or B+ in current higher-
level math class. B or higher in 

English 9 and 10 

(P) Anatomy and Physiology 
Prerequisites:  Completion of Biology and 

Chemistry, or concurrent enrollment in 
Chemistry 

(P*) Environmental Science AP 
Prerequisites:  Chemistry and 

Algebra 1 
Recommended:  B or higher in 

Biology, Chemistry and Algebra 2 

(P) Marine Biology 
Prerequisites:  Completion of Biology and 

Algebra 1  
(Course is for one semester) 

 



 

 

 

Biology (P) 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  None 

Intended for students in grade 10 or above.  Recommended only for 
9th graders who have earned an A- or higher in both 8th grade science 
and math courses. 
 
This sophomore-level course (also available to freshmen who have 
satisfied the course recommendations above) explores the science 
of living things.  Topics discussed include cell structure and 
function, genetics, plant and animal taxonomy, ecology and the 
human body.  This course will provide the student an opportunity to 
explore the scientific process and practice the scientific method. 
 

Earth Science (P) 
Grades 9-10 
10 Credits 
 

Prerequisites:  None 

Recommended for 9th graders enrolling in Algebra 1 or who have 
earned a B+ or below in 8th grade science or math classes. 
 
This is a college-prep course where students study oceanography, 
meteorology, astronomy, geology, earthquakes, volcanoes and 
tsunamis. Through laboratory activities, students learn the basic 
techniques, methods and limitations of science. This class meets the 
high school physical science requirement.  
 

Chemistry (P) 
Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Biology and Algebra 1 
 
The course will provide an introduction to the fundamentals of 
qualitative and quantitative chemistry.  The primary focus is on 
inorganic chemistry.  The major course topics include: atomic 
theory, chemical reactions, kinetic theory of matter, solutions, 
electron orbital theory and chemical bonding, equilibrium, acids and 
bases, and an introduction to nuclear chemistry. 
 

Chemistry Honors (P*) 
Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Biology, Algebra 1, English 9.  Recommended:  
B+ or higher in Biology and B+ or higher in Algebra 1 and most 
recent mathematics class recommended.  Any student who earns a 
D+ or lower on the first semester report card will be strongly 
encouraged to move to college-preparatory Chemistry for the 
second semester on a space available basis. 
 
Topics covered are similar to those in Chemistry, but the problem 
solving and laboratory assignments will be on a higher level.  A 
secondary objective is to prepare the students for the AP Biology 
and AP Chemistry courses. 
 

Anatomy and Physiology (P) 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Completion of Biology and Chemistry, or 
concurrent enrollment in Chemistry 
 
This course provides students with the basic concepts related to 
human anatomy and physiology. Topics of study focus primarily on 
the physiology of the major human systems, with an emphasis on 
health and wellness through each. The course is highly hands-on 
with several mandatory dissections (including a cat) and 
collaborative assignments.  Students will also be expected to 
conduct some of their own independent research on topics relevant 
and interesting to them, and teach those to their peers. This class is 
designed for college-bound students interested in life science and/or 
how the human body functions. 



 

 

Astronomy (P) 
(semester course) 
 
Grades 11-12 
5 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Completion of Biology and Algebra 1  
 
This course introduces students to the physical and mathematical 
concepts underlying our universe. An evening Star Party and 
individual home-based observations connect classroom learning 
with what students see in the night sky. Students attend lectures at 
the local junior college given by working astronomers, visit the 
observatory at Foothill college to observe the Sun, and visit the De 
Anza college planetarium. 
 

Biology AP (P*) 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Biology, Chemistry, English 10.  Chemistry must 
be completed during the regular school year.  Recommended:  B+ 
or higher in Biology and Chemistry or B- or higher in Chemistry 
Honors.  B+ or higher in Algebra 2 Honors.  B or higher in English 
9 and 10. 
 
The primary aim of this course is to provide students with the 
conceptual framework, factual knowledge and analytical skills 
comparable to college-level work in biology.  A secondary aim is to 
prepare students for the Advanced Placement Exam.  If the student 
passes this national exam, he or she may receive up to one year of 
college credit. 
 

Chemistry AP (P*) 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Chemistry, Algebra 2 Honors or concurrent 
enrollment in Pre-calculus Honors or higher, English 10.  Chemistry 
must be completed during the regular school year.  Recommended:  
A in Chemistry or B+ or higher in Chemistry Honors.  B+ or higher 
in Algebra 2 Honors or B+ in current higher-level math class.  B or 
higher in English 9 and 10. 
 
The fundamental purpose of this course is to provide students with 
mathematical, conceptual and laboratory experiences that are 
comparable to a freshman-level college chemistry course.  The 
course prepares students for the Advancement Placement Exam.  If 
the student passes this national exam, he or she may receive up to 
one year of college credit. 
 

Environmental Science AP (P*) 
        Grades 11-12 
        10 Credits 

Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, Algebra 1. It is suggested that 
students have received a B or higher in Biology, Chemistry & 
Algebra 2. 

 
The goal of the Environmental Science AP course is to provide 
students with the scientific principles, concepts and methodologies 
required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, 
to identify and analyze environmental problems, both natural and 
human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these 
problems and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or 
preventing them. 

 



 

 

Marine Biology (P) 
(semester course) 
 
Grades 11-12 
5 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Completion of  Biology and Algebra 1  

 
This course introduces students to the diversity of marine 
organisms on the California coastline and open ocean as well as 
their interrelationships. We have two pot-luck feasts, one for 
Cnidarians and Mollusks and another for Echinoderms, 
Crustaceans and Fish. There are 3 field trips, including a 3-day trip 
to Catalina, a trip to Ano Nuevo to view the Elephant seals, and to 
Monterey for kayaking and a visit to the aquarium. Many labs, 
including 7 dissections, are integral to the course. 

Physics (P) 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites: Completion of  Biology and Geometry  
Recommended: C or higher in Algebra 1 and Geometry. 
 
Physics emphasizes quantitative and conceptual understanding of 
the topics of introductory physics developed without use of 
calculus. Major topics include: kinematics, forces and dynamics, 
momentum, energy, waves, light, sound, optics, electricity and 
magnetism. 
 

Physics AP 1/ Physics AP 2 (P*) 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Chemistry and English 10.  Recommended:  
Enrollment in Pre-calculus Honors or higher and B+ or higher in 
Chemistry or B- or higher in Chemistry Honors.  If requirements 
not met, teacher approval needed 
 
This is an introductory college-level survey course in classical 
physics. It is designed to meet the needs of students preparing for 
college work in science, mathematics and engineering. This is a lab 
science course with an emphasis on problem solving. A strong 
mathematics background is recommended, as well as the ability to 
simplify complex word problems into component parts. 
 
Topics include Newtonian mechanics, fluid mechanics and thermal 
physics, electricity and magnetism, waves and optics, and atomic 
and nuclear physics. This course is designed to parallel the new AP1 
and AP2 physics curriculum but will occur over one year instead of 
two. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Social Studies 

Three and one-half years of social studies credit are required for graduation.  Recommended grades are listed as a guideline. 
 
 

• Minimum High School Graduation Requirements in Social Studies:  Must pass:  World Geography, World History or World 
History MAP, U.S. History or U.S. History MAP, Economics/ U.S. Government or Economics/ U.S. Government MAP. 

• Minimum 4-year College Entrance Social Studies Requirements:  Must earn a C- or higher in 2 years of social studies:  World 
History or World History MAP and U.S. History or U.S. History MAP.   

• Summer school Social Studies classes will not be accepted for enrollment in U.S. History AP, U.S. History MAP AP, or 
Economics/ US Government AP 

• The U.S. History graduation requirement may only be completed with a Saratoga High School course (U.S. History,  U.S. 
History AP, U.S. History MAP or U.S. History MAP AP) 

 

 or 

or 

or or 

or 

(P) U.S. History 
Grade 11 

Recommended: 
Completion of 
World History 

(P*) U.S. 
Government AP  

 / Economics 
Grade 12 

Recommended: B+ 
average in World and 

US History 

(P*) U.S. History AP 
Grade 11 

 Recommended: B+ average 
in World Geography and 

World History. 

(P) World Geography 
(one semester class) 

Grade 9 

(P) World History 
Grade 10 

(P) U.S. Government  
/Economics 

Grade 12 

#� (P) History in Film  
Grades 11-12 

(P) World History MAP 
Grade 10 

Concurrent enrollment in English 10 MAP 
and Media Arts 1 

 

(P*) U.S. History MAP AP 
Grade 11 

Prerequisites: Completion of 
World History MAP. 

Recommended: B+ average in 
World Geography, World 
History MAP. Concurrent 
enrollment in an 11th grade 

MAP English and Media Arts 2 
 

(P) U.S. History MAP 
Grade 11 

Prerequisites: Completion 
of World History MAP. 

Concurrent enrollment in an 
11th grade MAP English 
section and Media Arts 2 

 

(P) US Government/ 
Economics MAP 

Grade 12 
Recommended: Concurrent 

enrollment in Eng. 12 MAP or 
Eng. Lang & Comp MAP 
AND Senior Media Lab 

 

or 

Electives in the Social Studies Department 
 

Social Studies electives may not be substituted for required courses. 

 (P*) European History AP 
Grades 10-12 

Prerequisites: Completion of World 
Geography. Also completion of or concurrent 

enrollment in World History.  Recommended: 
B+ average in World Geography, World 

History and English 10. 

(P*) U.S. Government AP 
/Economics MAP 

Grade 12  
Recommended: Concurrent 
enrollment in Eng. 12 MAP or 
Eng. Lang & Comp AP MAP 

AND Senior Media Lab 
 



 

 

World Geography (P) 
(semester Course) 
Grade 9 
5 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  None.   
 
This course examines the interrelationships of the physical, cultural, 
and economic geography of selected cultural regions.  Special 
emphasis is placed upon the early history of the non-western world.  
This course establishes a basis for the 10th grade World History 
class. 
 

World History (P) 
Grade 10 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 
This is a largely chronological study of historical events related to 
the rise of modern states with the emphasis on the modern age 
extending from the Enlightenment to the present.  Significant effort 
is made toward developing common geographical knowledge and 
an appreciation of the political, economic and social forces at work 
in the twentieth century.  
 

World History MAP (Media Arts Program) (P) 
Grade 10 
10 Credits 
 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in English 10 MAP and 
Media Arts 1 (MA 1). 
 
This is a largely chronological study of historical events related to 
the rise of modern states with the emphasis on the modern age 
extending from the Enlightenment to the present.  Significant effort 
is made toward developing common geographical knowledge and 
an appreciation of the political, economic and social forces at work 
in the twentieth century.  World History MAP offers students the 
opportunity to display their comprehension of course material 
through the creation of multimedia products.  Projects that involve 
a multimedia element will be worked on in conjunction with the 
Media Arts 1 elective.  Additional instruction on these projects and 
time to work on them will be provided in the elective course. 
 
World History MAP is the history course component of MAP 
(Media Arts Program).  This course is only available to sophomores 
who elect to join the Media Arts Program and must be taken in 
conjunction with Media Arts 1 and English 10 MAP. 

 

U.S. History (P) 
Grade 11 
10 Credits 
 

Recommended:  Completion of World History. 
 
This course is a review of the nation's history up to the Progressive 
Era followed by a major focus on the United States in the 20th 
Century.   
 

U.S. History AP (P*) 
Grade 11 
10 Credits 
 

Prerequisites:  Completed Summer work assigned by teacher. 
(Summer school social studies classes will not be accepted for 
enrollment in U.S. History AP.) 

Recommended:  B+ average in World Geography and World 
History. 
 
This curriculum covers the Colonial Period through the 20th 
Century.  This course extends the college preparatory United States 
History survey to a higher level of reading and analyzing documents 
leading to advanced social science student writing. 
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U.S. History MAP [Media Arts Program] (P) 
U.S. History AP MAP (P*) 

Grade 11 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites for US History MAP:  Completion of World History 
MAP and concurrent enrollment in English 11 MAP/English 11 
Honors MAP and Media Arts 2. Students may select US History AP 
MAP independently of English 11 MAP Honors. Students with the 
technical proficiencies covered in MAP 1 who were not in the 
program their sophomore year may appeal to enter the MAP 
program for their junior year. Appeal applications are available 
from their Guidance Counselor. 
Prerequisites for US History AP MAP:  Completed Summer work 
assigned by teacher. (Summer school social studies classes will not 
be accepted for enrollment in U.S. History AP MAP) Concurrent 
enrollment in English 11 MAP/English 11 Honors MAP and Media 
Arts 2. Recommended: B+ average in World Geography, World 
History MAP. 
 
Continuing the philosophy of World History 10 Map, junior year 
US History MAP is a project-based course focused on American 
History from the dawn of the 20th Century to the modern period, and 
from the Colonial Period to the present for US History AP MAP.  
Students will continue to use their media skills to synthesize themes 
and ideas from the American experience. Ongoing work with 
analysis writing, critical thinking, group skills and varied modes of 
communication highlight both courses. Students who select the AP 
option are held to the rigor of AP level writing and reading standards 
and will be asked to master additional content/skills. 

European History AP (P*) 
Grade 10, 11, 12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  Completion of World Geography. Also completion 
of or concurrent enrollment in World History. (Summer school 
social studies classes will not be accepted for enrollment in 
European History AP.) 

Recommended:  B+ or higher in World Geography, World History 
and English 10. 
 
This course is a review of Europe’s history from the Renaissance 
to the present. During this time period Europe created the world’s 
most powerful combination of political, military, economic, 
technological, and scientific apparatus and radically transformed 
itself and profoundly affected other societies and cultures around 
the world.  
Europe reached its zenith of power with colonial empires at the 
beginning of the 20th century.  Since then, it has relatively 
declined, because of conflicts within Europe but mainly because 
the apparatus which made it dominant can now be found in other 
countries.  In addition to providing a basic narrative of events and 
movements, the goals of AP European History are to develop (a) 
an understanding of some of the principal themes in modern 
European history, (b) an ability to analyze historical evidence and 
historical interpretation, and (c) an ability to express historical 
understanding in writing. 
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US Government/Economics (P) 
 

Grade 12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
This course surveys the structure and function of American 
government and politics that begins with an analysis of the United 
States Constitution, the foundation of the American political 
system. Students study the three branches of government, 
administrative agencies that support each branch, the role of 
political behavior in the democratic process, rules governing 
elections, political culture, and the workings of political parties 
and interest groups. A survey course in economics which examines 
the allocation of scarce resources in society and the problems 
involving the use and distribution of those resources and the ways 
in which government affects the economy by monetary, fiscal and 
other policies.  Course includes a survey of economic change in 
the world from 1914 to the present day. 

 

U.S. Government AP/Economics (P*) 
 
Grade 12 
10 Credits 
 

Recommended: B+ average in World History and US History 
 
This class is designed for students who want to prepare to take the 
AP Exam in American Government and Politics. The course will 
integrate an in-depth examination of American government with 
an emphasis on writing analysis.  In addition, the Economics 
portion of the class will include the political implications of 
economic questions to help broaden the student’s preparation for 
the AP College Board Exam for American Government and 
Politics. The curriculum will meet all of the California State Social 
Science Standards for both American Government and 
Economics.   

 

U.S. Government MAP/Economics (P) 
 
Grade 12 
10 Credits  
 

Recommended:  Concurrent enrollment in Eng. 12 MAP or Eng. 
Lang & Comp MAP AND Senior Media Lab. 
 
This course surveys the structure and function of American 
government and politics that begins with an analysis of the United 
States Constitution, the foundation of the American political 
system. Students study the three branches of government, 
administrative agencies that support each branch, the role of 
political behavior in the democratic process, rules governing 
elections, political culture, and the workings of political parties 
and interest groups. A survey course in economics which examines 
the allocation of scarce resources in society and the problems 
involving the use and distribution of those resources and the ways 
in which government affects the economy by monetary, fiscal and 
other policies.  Course includes a survey of economic change in 
the world from 1914 to the present day. 

 

US Government AP MAP/Economics 
(P*) 

 
Grade 12 
10 Credits  

 

Recommended:  Concurrent enrollment in Eng. 12 MAP or Eng. 
Lang & Comp AP MAP AND Senior Media Lab. 
 
This class is designed for students who want to prepare to take the 
AP Exam in American Government and Politics. The course will 
integrate an in-depth examination of American government with 
an emphasis on writing analysis.  In addition, the Economics 
portion of the class will include the political implications of 
economic questions to help broaden the student’s preparation for 
the AP College Board Exam for American Government and 
Politics. The curriculum will meet all of the California State Social 
Science Standards for both American Government and Economics 
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History in Film (P) #� 
Grade 11-12 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites:  Required signed parent permission form 
 
This course analyzes the role of Hollywood films in shaping 
American societal perceptions of history.  Units of study begin with 
the American West and end with American Society in the Future.  
Students will become “media-active” through the examination of 
films, discussion, lecture and video-media presentations.  Students 
will create a media project each semester that will include the use 
of technology, individual/group performances, script writing, and 
historical research.  Students will choose their topics and examine 
the relationship between Hollywood and the historical event.  An 
“Academy Awards” will be held to determine the winners in 
individual categories. 
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Visual and Performing Arts 
All courses satisfy the high school Visual and Performing Arts graduation requirements.  Activity courses require materials registration for 
projects students intend to keep. 

 
• Minimum High School Graduation Visual and Performing Arts Requirement:  Must pass 1 year of a course meeting the 

Visual and Performing Arts requirement. One year of world language will meet this requirement for high school graduation. 
• Minimum 4-year College Entrance Visual and Performing Arts Requirements:  CSU, UC and several other universities 

require 1 year. World language will NOT meet this requirement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 � (P#) Modular Guitar Study 
Grades 9-12 

Beginning and Advanced level. Student projects in 
class based on proficiency level and prior 

experience. 

#�  (P) Orchestra 1 
Beginning level, Grades 9-12 

#�  (P) Orchestra 2 
 

Freshmen Orchestra (9th graders with prior experience) 
Philharmonic Strings (non-auditioned) 

OR 
String Orchestra (auditioned) 
Saratoga Strings (auditioned) 

#�  (P) Orchestra 3 
Grades 10 - 12 

Philharmonic Strings (non-auditioned) 
OR 

String Orchestra (auditioned) 
Saratoga Strings (auditioned) 

#�  (P) Orchestra 4 or 4H 
Grades 10 - 12 

Philharmonic Strings (non-auditioned) 
OR 

String Orchestra (auditioned) 
Saratoga Strings (auditioned) 

#� (P*) Music Theory AP 
Grades 10-12 

Department Chair approval required. 

#�  (P) Orchestra 5 or 5H 
Orchestra 5/5H is open to students who have taken 

three prior years of SHS Orchestra 
Grade 12 

Philharmonic Strings (non-auditioned) 
OR 

String Orchestra (auditioned) 
Saratoga Strings (auditioned) 

Orchestra Electives 
String Instruments 

Other Music Electives 

Winter Guard / 
Winter Percussion 

Grades 9-12 
Spring Semester. This course satisfies one semester 

of PE Credit 

Color Guard 
Grades 9-12 

Fall Semester. This course satisfies one semester of 
PE Credit 
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#�  (P) Band I (Symphonic/Marching) 
Beginning level, Grades 9-12 

#�  (P) Band 2 (Symphonic/Marching) 
9th graders with prior experience 

or 
#� (P) Band (Wind Ensemble/Marching)  

(Audition required) 
#�  + (P) Advanced Jazz Ensemble 

Grades 9-12  
(Department Chair Approval. Requires 
concurrent enrollment in Choir, Band, 

Orchestra, Guitar, or AP Music Theory) 
 

#�  (P) Band 3 (Symphonic/Marching) 
or 

#� (P) Band 3 (Wind Ensemble/Marching)  
(Audition required) 

Grades 10 - 12 
 

#Jazz Band 1 
Grades 9-12 

(Non-auditioned. Requires concurrent 
enrollment in Choir, Band, Orchestra, 

Guitar, or AP Music Theory) 

#�  (P) Band 4/4H (Symphonic/Marching) 
or 

#� (P) Band 4/4H (Wind Ensemble/Marching)  
(Audition required) 

Grades 10 - 12 
 

Band Electives 
Wind and Percussion Instruments 

 
In addition, 
students may take : 

#� (P*) Music Theory AP 
Grades 10-12 

 
Department Chair approval required. 

Winter Guard / 
Winter Percussion 

Grades 9-12 
Spring Semester. This course satisfies one 

semester of PE Credit 
 

#�  (P) Independent Study Orchestra 
Grades 9-12 

Winds and Percussion only. Requires concurrent 
enrollment in Band, Choir, or AP Music Theory. 

 
Saratoga Philharmonic Orchestra (non-auditioned) 

Saratoga Symphony Orchestra (auditioned) 
#�  (P) Band 5/5H (Symphonic/Marching) 

or 
#� (P) Band 5/5H (Wind Ensemble/Marching)  

(Audition required) 
Grade 12 

Band 5/5H is open to students who have taken 
three prior years of SHS Band. 
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Choir Electives 

#�  (P) Concert Choir 1 
Beginning level, Grades 9-12 

  

#�  (P) Concert Choir 2 
(9th graders with prior experience) 

or 
#� (P) Chamber Singers 2 

(Audition required) 
Grades 10-12 

#�  (P) Concert Choir 3 
or 

#� (P) Chamber Singers 3 
(Audition required) 

Grades 10 - 12 
 

#�  (P) Concert Choir 4 
or 

#� (P) Chamber Singers 4 
(Audition required) 

Grades 10 - 12 
 

 
In addition, 
students may take : 

#�  + (P) Advanced Jazz Ensemble  
Grades 9-12 

(Department Chair Approval. Requires 
concurrent enrollment in Choir, Band, 

Orchestra, Guitar, or AP Music Theory) 
 

#Jazz Band 1 
Grades 9-12 

(Non-auditioned. Requires concurrent 
enrollment in Choir, Band, Orchestra, Guitar, 

or AP Music Theory) 

#� (P*) Music Theory AP 
Grades 10-12 

Department Chair approval required. 

Winter Guard / 
Winter Percussion 

Grades 9-12 
Spring Semester. This course satisfies one 

semester of PE Credit 
 

Color Guard 
Grades 9-12 

Fall Semester. This course satisfies one 
semester of PE Credit 
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#� (P) Digital Photography 
Grades 10-12 

# � (P) Media Arts 2 (MA2) 
Grade 11 

 
Concurrent enrollment in English 11 MAP section 

and a US History MAP section 

# � (P) Ceramics 1-3 
Grades 9-12 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

   
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courses listed under other departments that fulfill the Visual Performing Arts requirement for CSUs and UCs are: 
 
 

History in Film (see Social Studies) 
 
 

Visual Arts 

Drama 

#�  (P) Drama 1-4 
and 4 Honors 

Grades 9-12 
 

+ Stage Technology and Design 
Independent Study 

Grades 9-12 
One semester course. Part of SHS Career 

and Technology Programs 

 
#▲(P)Art 1-3+ 

Grades 9-12 

 
#▲+(P*) Art 4 Honors 

Grades 11-12 

 
#▲+(P*) AP Studio Art  

Grades 11-12 



 

 

 
Visual Arts 

Art 1 (P) #▲ 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  None.   
 
This is an introductory course that covers the elements and principles of design, 
color theories and composition.  This two-dimensional art course explores 
beginning drawing and painting techniques.  In addition to creating art projects, 
students will also learn about different art movements, reflecting on how art affects 
our society.  No previous drawing experience is necessary for this course. 
 

Art 2 (P) #▲ 
Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Art 1  
 
This is an intermediate course that emphasizes the development of painting and 
drawing skills.  A variety of media will be used in creating realistic and abstract 
works of art.  Students will also have the opportunity to view works of art from 
established artists.  Art projects made in this course can be developed for inclusion 
in an art portfolio which could be used for application to an art college. 
 

Art 3 (P) #▲+ 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Art 1 and Art 2  
 
This advanced level course encourages students to develop a personal artistic style 
in creating original works of art.  Students are also encouraged to work in a variety 
of media.  In addition to producing art projects, students will critique their own 
work and that of other students.  This course emphasizes art production and art 
criticism. 
 

Art 4 Honors (P) #▲+  
Grade12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Subject matter knowledge of elements and principles of design and 
strong skills in drawing and painting. 
 
This course is designed for seniors who have a serious interest in art and are 
considering post-secondary study. It is an intensive course developed to strengthen 
studio skills and build a portfolio of artwork that can be used for post-secondary 
applications. 
 

AP Studio Art (P*) #+ 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Art 3 
This course accommodates serious art students who have expressed an interest in 
completing the AP Drawing Portfolio or the AP 20D design Portfolio. Through 
studio practice, application of design concepts and informed decision making, 
students will assemble a body of artwork that demonstrates a high level of quality 
and growth over time of content, technique, and process. Students will investigate 
all three parts of their portfolios as required by the AP College Board: Quality, 
Concentration and Breadth. All work will be documented throughout the year by 
digital photos. 
 

Ceramics – Levels 1-3 (P) #▲ 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  For Ceramics 2: Ceramics 1 
                          For Ceramics 3: Ceramics 1 and 2 
 
Ceramics is a studio course introducing students to methods of clay 
construction.  The first semester introduces students to tools and equipment in the 
studio, clay preparation, hand building techniques (pinch, slab and coil) and 
beginning skills on the potter’s wheel.  During the second semester, students will 
continue to improve their skills and techniques used on the potter’s 
wheel.   Students will use various tools to shape bowls, vases, mugs and 
cylinders.  Other topics covered are pottery decoration, glazing techniques and 
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firing methods.  Students can expect to pay fees to cover the cost of 
materials.  Advanced students will have independent study projects and are 
required to participate in gallery shows.  
 

Media Arts 2 (MA2)  (P) #▲ 
Grade 11 
10 Credits 

Prerequisites::  Concurrent enrollment required in English 11 MAP 
section and a US History MAP section 
 
Media Arts 2 (MA2) is the second course in a sequence of elective courses required 
for the Media Arts Program (MAP). This course is only offered to junior student 
wishing to continue in the Media Arts Program and must be taken in conjunction 
with English 11/11H MAP and US History/APUSH MAP. 
 
Taught in conjunction with English and History classes MA2 extends student 
learning beyond the basic content from Media Arts 1 and builds on the skills taught 
the previous year. Students will have the opportunity to explore multimedia 
learning through 6 major content areas:  Screenwriting/Scripting, Audio 
Recording/Editing, Documentary Film, Information Graphics, 
College/Experiential Learning, and Fiction Film.  
  
Class time will primarily be spent on project development and practice to create 
substantial material for their portfolios. 
 

Digital 
Photography 
(P) #▲   
       Grades 10-12 

10 Credits 
 

Prerequisites:  None.   
 
This course is an exploration of digital photography, digital image editing, and 
fundamental photographic techniques. Students will have the opportunity to learn 
how to operate DSLRs and manipulate digital images using Adobe Photoshop. 
Students will gain an understanding of core photographic processes and concepts, 
use professional editing techniques to create original art, as well as view and 
discuss works by various contemporary photographers. The course will consist of 
photo assignments, critiques, discussions, and extensive lab work during class 
time. Because of limited school resources, students are encouraged to bring their 
own DSLR for this course. 
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Drama 

Drama 1 (P) #�  
     Grades 9-12 

10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  None.   
 
This course is designed for students who are interested in learning a 
comprehensive overview of theater arts.  Students will attend 
professional stage performances, study stage terminology, perform 
monologues and scenes, and learn basic acting techniques.  In 
addition, students will learn the basics of theater history and apply 
historical trends in theater to performance work in class and extra 
curricula dramatic presentations. 
 

Drama 2 (P) #� 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 
 

Prerequisites:  Drama 1  
 
This course serves as a follow-up to Drama 1; students with 
equivalent experience may be admitted with instructor approval.  
Students refine acting, directing and production techniques focusing 
on character development and performance of classical and 
contemporary material.  Drama 2 students perform a play for the 
middle school and participate in one evening performance each 
semester.  Students also attend professional productions and receive 
training from professional guest artists.  Some time is required 
outside of class for performances. 
 

Drama 3 (P) +#� 
Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 

 
Drama 4 (P) +#� 

Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites for Drama 3:  Drama 1-2  

Prerequisites for Drama 4:  Drama 1-3 or audition 
 
These courses offer a conservatory style approach to theater.  
Students will focus on a different discipline of theater in each class.  
The curriculum will cover various approaches to performance, stage 
management, directing and design with a focus on trends in 
contemporary theater.  Other requirements may include:  creation of 
a theatrical touring group, career research projects and attendance at 
professional performances.  Students must plan for activities done 
outside of class throughout the course. 
 

Drama 4 Honors (P) +#� 
Grade 12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Drama 1-3 or audition 
 
This senior-level course is open to all students who have met the 
requirements of the previous drama classes.  Students will focus on 
specific disciplines of theater as they work together to produce a full-
scale production at SHS.  Productions may include:  a one-act 
festival, a children’s show, a designer’s showcase or an acting recital. 
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Music 

Band (Symphonic/Marching) (P) #� 
Level 1 

       Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites: Any music background 
 
This course is open to students who have any music background with 
the desire to learn a wind/percussion instrument.  Students without 
experience participating in a band class are welcome.  This is a year-
long course.  The class consists of two parts:  Marching Band during 
the fall season through the end of October and Symphonic Band for 
the remainder of the year.  Students should plan on performance and 
competition time outside of class, as well as an on-campus camp the 
week before the first official week of school.  The bulk of the year is 
focused on the study of classic and contemporary works for the 
concert band, and the fundamental musicianship geared toward such.  
Students also have the opportunity to participate in solo and 
ensemble groups as part of the class.  Performances are given 
annually before thousands of spectators at band festivals, 
competitions and concerts. 
 

Band (Symphonic/Marching) (P) #� 
Levels 2-4 

        Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 
Band (Symphonic/Marching) (P) #� 

Level 5 
        Grade 12 

10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Ability to play a wind/percussion instrument with 
previous experience in a classroom instrumental music program.  
Teacher Approval 
 
This course is open to students who have the ability to play a wind 
or percussion instrument with previous experience in a classroom 
instrumental music program. This is a year-long course.  The class 
consists of two parts:  Marching Band during the fall season through 
the end of October and Symphonic Band for the remainder of the 
year.  Students should plan on performance and competition time 
outside of class, as well as an on-campus camp the week before the 
first official week of school.  The bulk of the year is focused on the 
study of classic and contemporary works for the concert band, and 
the fundamental musician geared toward such.  Students also have 
the opportunity to participate in solo and ensemble groups as part of 
the class.  Performances are given annually before thousands of 
spectators at band festivals, competitions and concerts. 
 

Band (Symphonic/Marching) (P) ¨#� 
Level 4 Honors 

        Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Passing state and national music standards during 
Band 1-3.  Teacher Approval  
 
A student must have passed the content standards of all preceding 
band classes for enrollment in the course.  This class is a continuation 
of the instrumental music program with emphasis on music content 
standards. 
 

Band (Symphonic/Marching) (P) #� 
Level 5 Honors 

        Grade 12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Passing state and national music standards during 
Band 1-4/4H.  Teacher Approval  
 
A student must have passed the content standards of all preceding 
band classes for enrollment in the course.  This class is a continuation 
of the instrumental music program with emphasis on music content 
standards. 
 

PE/Marching Band 
 

See Physical Education Department for course information. 
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Band (Wind Ensemble/Marching (P) #� 
Levels 2-4 

       Grades10-12 
10 Credits 

 
Band (Wind Ensemble/Marching) (P) #� 

Level 5 
       Grade 12 

10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Ability to play instrument with previous experience 
in a classroom instrumental music program.  Audition Required  
 
Membership in this class is by audition only, and is open to 10-12 
grade students, unless an instrumentation need exists in the class.  
The course is designed to meet the academic study of the most 
advanced band students.  Students must be enrolled for both 
semesters.  The class consists of two parts:  Marching Band during 
the first quarter, then Concert Band during the rest of the year.  
Students should plan on rehearsal, performance and competition time 
outside of class, as well as an on-campus camp the week prior to the 
first official week of school.  
 

Band (Wind Ensemble/Marching) (P) 
¨ #� 

Level 4 Honors 
        Grades 11-12 

10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Passing state and national music standards during 
Band 1-3.  Audition Required  
 
A student must have passed the content standards of all preceding 
band classes for enrollment in the course.  This class is a continuation 
of the instrumental music program with emphasis on music content 
standards. 
 

Band (Wind Ensemble/Marching) (P) #� 
Level 5 Honors 

        Grade 12 
10 Credits 

 

  Prerequisites:  Passing state and national music standards during      

   Band 1-4/4H.  Audition Required  
 
A student must have passed the content standards of all preceding 
band classes for enrollment in the course.  This class is a continuation 
of the instrumental music program with emphasis on music content 
standards. 

Independent Study Orchestra  (P) #� 
        Grades 9-12 

2.5 Credits 
 

Prerequisites: Wind and Percussion instruments only.  Concurrent 
enrollment Band or Choir. Teacher Approval  
 
Semester II Only.  This course is limited to students enrolled in the 
Band or Choir program.  The course meets in the afternoon or 
evening, schedule TBD yearly.     

Chamber Singers (P) #� 
     Levels 2-4 

Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Audition. Grades 10-12. 
 
Year-Long Course.  This course is a mixed vocal ensemble designed 
to meet the needs of the most advanced male and female singer. 
Intermediate to advanced vocal pedagogy, music theory, song 
structure, sight singing, and music history will be covered in this 
course.  This ensemble performs literature from the Renaissance to 
the contemporary period and in several different languages. Students 
will learn to use the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). All 
Chamber Singers are expected to attend a 20 minute lunchtime 
sectional once a week. There are numerous performances both during 
school time and after school hours.  Attendance at all performances 
is mandatory.  A calendar of performances and rehearsals is provided 
in August of the school year. Singers are expected to purchase their 
own prescribed performance outfit.  Fundraising opportunities will 
be provided.  Membership in this class is by audition and is open to 
students in grades 10-12 only.  Students must be enrolled for the 
entire school year. 
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Concert Choir (P) #� 
Levels 1-4 

        Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Grades 9-12 Tenor/Bass voices.  Grades 10-12 
Soprano/Alto voices. 
 
Year-Long course. This is a mixed vocal ensemble open to men in 
grades 9-12 and women in grades 10-12.  Freshman women should 
enroll in Cantare Chorale.  Intermediate vocal pedagogy, basic music 
theory, sight singing, and basic music history will be covered in this 
course. A singer’s grade is primarily based upon attendance at all 
concerts, designated rehearsals, and being prepared with daily 
materials.  All concert choir men are expected to attend a 20 minute 
lunchtime rehearsal once a week.  Attendance at all performances 
and rehearsals is mandatory.  A calendar of performances and 
rehearsals is provided in August of the school year.  The ensemble 
performs literature from the Renaissance to the contemporary period 
and in several different languages.  There are a few performances 
during school hours, with the majority occurring in the evening 
hours.  Students must be enrolled for the entire year.  Students must 
purchase a prescribed performance outfit.  Fundraising opportunities 
will be provided. 
 

Jazz Band 1# 
Grades 9-12 
5 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Open to any student concurrently enrolled in Band, 
Orchestra, Choir, AP Music Theory or completion of four semesters 
in one or a combination of these classes.   
 
Semester II Only.  This course is open to any student concurrently 
enrolled in one of the primary curricular music classes (band, 
orchestra, choir, AP Music Theory), or who has completed four (4) 
semesters in one of these classes.  The class is designed for students 
proficient on a standard jazz band instrument, or who have a desire 
to become proficient on one of these instruments: saxophone, 
trombone, trumpet, percussion, piano, guitar or string bass.  A serious 
effort is made to promote the growth and performance of jazz and 
related styles of music.  The art of improvisation is emphasized.  The 
class performs at a CMEA festival and concerts throughout  semester 
II 
 

Jazz Ensemble, Advanced (P) #�+ 
Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Concurrent enrollment in Band, Orchestra, Choir, AP 
Music Theory or completion of four semesters in one or a 
combination of these classes.  Department Chair Approval Required 
 
Year-Long Course.  Membership in this performance class is 
determined by audition and instrumentation.  This class is designed 
for the advanced student musician on a standard jazz band 
instrument:  saxophone, clarinet, trombone, trumpet, percussion, 
piano, guitar or bass and explores the science behind sound 
engineering, recording, and production. Students must be 
concurrently enrolled in one of the primary curricular music classes 
(band, orchestra, choir, AP music theory), or have completed four (4) 
semesters in one of these classes.  A serious effort is made to promote 
the growth and performance of jazz and related styles of music.  The 
art of improvisation is emphasized.  The class performs at several 
festivals and concerts throughout the year. 
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Modular Guitar Study (P) #� 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 

Regardless of a student’s experience level, from beginner to 
advanced, students will learn and enhance their guitar playing 
experience in a modular course that will expand on their current level 
of proficiency. Students will learn the skills required to perform 
various forms of contemporary music, music of their own choosing, 
and basic music theory in order to compose and play their own music 
from creation. 

 

Music Theory AP (P*) #� 
Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisite:  Department Chair Approval. 

Grade 10-12 Only.  It is highly recommended that you have sufficient 
study on an instrument or voice:  piano, a string instrument, wind 
instrument, percussion or voice experience.  Students who have 
passed level 8 or higher in CM course work and those who study 
privately on their musical instrument or vocal instruction have done 
well and greatly benefited from this highly specialized course.  It is 
advised to contact the Department Chair to verify the suitability of 
this course for your needs.   
 
This is a college-level course that will develop students' 
understanding of music theory and will prepare them for the AP 
examination.   
 

Orchestra (P) #� 
Level 1 

        Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites: Any music background.  Department Chair Approval 
 
This course is open to students who have any music background with 
the desire to learn a string instrument.  Students without experience 
participating in an orchestra class are welcome.  This is a year-long 
course. Students should plan on performance and festival time 
outside of class, as well as an on-campus weekend retreat after the 
school year has started.  The bulk of the year is focused on the study 
of classic and contemporary works for the string and symphony 
orchestra, and the fundamental musicianship geared toward such.  
Students also have the opportunity to participate in solo and 
ensemble groups as part of the class.  4-6 performances per year are 
given.   

Orchestra (P) #� 
Levels 2-4 

        Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 
Orchestra (P) #� 

Level 5 
        Grade 12 

10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Ability to play a string instrument with previous 
experience in a classroom instrumental music program.   

Teacher Approval 
 
Membership in this class is limited to those with experience on a 
string instrument and background in an orchestra class of some kind. 
This class has a two-part focus on classic and contemporary chamber 
string literature as well as classic and contemporary full symphony 
orchestra literature.  This class combines with auditioned members 
of the band program for the study of full symphony orchestra 
literature.  Students should plan on one evening or afternoon per 
week beginning in November for a full class with the auditioned 
wind/percussion students from the band program.  Performances are 
given throughout the year at concerts and festivals.  Students also 
have the opportunity to participate in solo and ensemble groups. 
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Orchestra Levels 4 Honors (P) ¨ #� 
 

       Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Passing state and national music standards during 
Band 1-3.  Teacher Approval Required  
 
A student must have passed the content standards of all preceding 
orchestra classes for enrollment in the course.  This class is a 
continuation of the instrumental music program with emphasis on 
music content standards. 
 

Orchestra Level 5 
Honors (P) #� 
        Grade 12 

10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Passing state and national music standards during 
Band 1-4/4H.  Teacher Approval Required  
 
A student must have passed the content standards of all preceding 
orchestra classes for enrollment in the course.  This class is a 
continuation of the instrumental music program with emphasis on 
music content standards. 
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  World Languages 
All classes satisfy the Visual/Performing Arts graduation requirement.  Please note that a minimum of two years of credit in the same world 
language is required for four year college admission.  A world language course will not meet the Visual/Performing Art requirement for 
colleges which specify this as a subject needed for admission. 
 
 

• Minimum High School Graduation World Language Requirements:  None 
 

• Minimum 4-year College Entrance World Language Requirements: Must earn a C- or higher in 2 years of the same world language 
for most selective colleges. 

 
• Students enrolled in SHS foreign language are not allowed to skip or advance levels. The only possible exception would be made at the 

end of the first semester of Level 3 provided that students have also done Level 4 first semester work on their own AND have teacher 
approval. 

 
• Students coming from a middle school other than Redwood Middle School must take a placement test prior to enrolling in level 2 or 3. 
 

• Summer school classes, Community College classes or outside language programs may not be used for advancement. 
 
 

Students in grades 9-12 may enroll in courses unless otherwise noted. 
Reminder:  World Language Courses are offered if preliminary enrollment is sufficient and staffing available. 

Recommendations are based on second semester grades. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

(P) Chinese 3  
Recommended: C or higher in 
Chinese 2 or teacher approval. 

 

(P*) Spanish Literature AP 
Recommended: Completion of 

Spanish Language AP  

¨(P)Chinese 4 Honors  
Recommended: B- or higher 

in Chinese 3 strongly 
recommended.  Teacher 

approval needed if grade is 
below B-. 

(P) Chinese 1 
 

(P) Chinese 2 
Recommended: C- or higher 

in Chinese 1 or teacher 
approval 

(P*) Chinese Language and 
Culture AP 

Recommended: B or higher in 
Chinese 5H strongly 

recommended.  Teacher 
approval needed for this 

course. 

(P*) Chinese 5 Honors 
Recommended: B or higher in 

Chinese 4H strongly 
recommended.  Teacher 
approval needed for this 

course. 

(P) French 1 
 

(P) Spanish 1 
 

(P) French 2 
Recommended: C- or higher in 

French 1.  Final grade of B or higher 
if two years of French taken in 

middle school. 

(P) Spanish 2 
Recommended: C- or higher in 

Spanish 1.  Final grade of B or higher 
if 2 years of Spanish taken in middle 

school. 

(P) Spanish 3 
Recommended: C or higher in 

Spanish 2 
~ (P*) French 3 Honors 

Recommended: B- or higher in 
French 2 strongly recommended.  

Teacher approval needed if grade is 
below B-. (P*) Spanish 4 Honors  

Recommended: B- or 
higher in Spanish 3 

strongly recommended.   
(P*) French Language and Culture 

AP  
Recommended: B or higher in French 
3H strongly recommended.  Teacher 

approval needed for this course. 
(P*) Spanish Language and Culture 

AP 
Recommended: B or higher in 

Spanish 4H strongly recommended. 

(P) Spanish and Latin American 
Cinema 

Recommended: Completion of 
Spanish Language AP  

American Sign Language 
ASL 60A/60B 

 
Offered by West Valley College 

Hosted by SHS 

~ (P) Spanish 4 in the Global 
Community  

Recommended: B- or higher 
in Spanish 3 strongly 

recommended.   



 

 

Chinese 1 (P) # 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  None.   
 

The course will introduce Chinese Pinyin Phonetics and intonation. 
Emphasis will be placed on the acquisition of basic vocabulary, 
communication skills and writing. Chinese holidays, life styles, and 
customs will be introduced through textbooks, supplementary 
materials and audio-visual aids.  

 

Chinese 2 (P) # 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Final grade of C- or higher in Chinese 1 or teacher 
approval. 
 

The course will review grammar and vocabulary of the introductory 
course.  Students will demonstrate their ability to express 
themselves using more complex structures and increased 
vocabulary appropriate to the second year.  They will work toward 
fluency through conversation, oral presentation and discussion.  
Students will continue cultural studies as an integral part of the 
course.  

 

Chinese 3 (P) # 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Final grade of C or higher in Chinese 2 or teacher 
approval. 
 

In this course, students will engage in conversations, provide and 
obtain information, and exchange opinions on various topics 
including current events.  Students will understand and interpret 
written and spoken Chinese on a variety of topics including current 
and historical events.  Students will demonstrate an understanding 
of Chinese culture.  They will demonstrate their ability to express 
themselves in Chinese using much more complex sentence 
structures and increasing vocabulary appropriate to the third year.  
Students will work toward fluency through conversation, discussion 
and oral presentations.  

 

Chinese 4 Honors (P) ¨# 
Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Final grade of B- or higher in Chinese 3 strongly 
recommended. Teacher approval needed if grade is below B-. 
 

Students will read and discuss novels, plays, poetry, newspaper 
articles and TV programs.  They will listen to audio materials like 
radio programs, write compositions, give oral reports and do I-
Search projects on topics related to the Chinese culture and 
language that interest them.  Students will continue to expand and 
refine their vocabulary and review grammar.  They will learn to 
recognize variations between cultures and languages of Chinese 
speaking countries and will demonstrate their knowledge of cultural 
values. 

 



 

 

Chinese 5 Honors (P*) # 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Final grade of B or higher in Chinese 4 Honors 
strongly recommended. Teacher approval is also needed for this 
course. 
 

Students will study Chinese literature and history through the 
analysis of literary texts from a variety of time periods and genres.  
Students will work on reading and analyzing literary works, writing 
formal essays, listening to the news, and communicating effectively 
in various realistic situations such as speech and news reports.  They 
will also continue to use authentic audio and video materials from 
Chinese resources.  They will give various types of oral 
presentations based on their reading and cultural activities.  In 
addition, students will learn how to conduct close readings of texts 
and analyze literature.  Topics such as tone, voice, satire, irony, 
parody, symbolism, motifs and character analysis will be discussed.  
Students will also practice the process of writing short descriptive, 
reflective and interpretive essays. 

 

Chinese Language and Culture AP (P*) 
# 

Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Final grade of B or higher in Chinese 5 Honors is 
strongly recommended. Teacher approval is also needed for this 
course.  
 

The AP course aims to deepen students’ immersion into the 
language and culture of the Chinese-speaking world.  The course 
engages students in an exploration of both contemporary and 
historical Chinese culture.  Students will learn about various aspects 
of contemporary Chinese society, including geography and 
population, ethnic and regional diversity, travel and transportation, 
climate and weather, holidays and food, sports and current affairs.  
This course prepares students to demonstrate their level of Chinese 
proficiency across the three communicative modes: interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational.  A secondary goal is to prepare 
students for the Chinese Language AP Exam given in May of each 
year.  A student may receive college credit by earning a passing 
grade on this national examination. 

 

French 1 (P) # 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 
French 2 (P) # 

Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 
 

Prerequisites for French 1:  None.   
 

Prerequisites for French 2:  Final grade of C- or higher in French 
1.  Final grade of B or higher if two years of French taken in middle 
school.  
 
 
The first two years of French emphasize the development of 
students' listening, speaking, reading and writing skills and 
encourage an appreciation for the cultures of French-speaking 
countries.  Speaking and listening skills are a prime focus during 
class time while reading and writing are usually practiced through 
regular homework assignments.  As students progress through the 
levels, they will be introduced to longer works of literature and 
taught basic techniques of literary analysis.  Films, guest speakers, 
cultural events and outside research projects serve as additional 
resources for learning more about the language and culture. 
 



 

 

French 3 Honors ~ (P*) # 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Final grade of B- or higher in French 2 strongly 
recommended. Teacher approval is needed if grade is below B-. 
 
This is an advanced course that reviews and further develops skills 
learned in previous years.  Students will read and discuss novels, 
plays, poetry, newspaper and magazine articles; they will write 
journal entries, creative writing pieces and formal essays; they will 
continue to listen to audio/video materials from French sources and 
give various types of oral presentations based upon their readings 
and cultural activities. 
 

French Language and Culture AP (P*) # 
Grades 12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Final grade of B or higher in French 3 Honors 
strongly recommended. Teacher approval is also needed for this 
course. 
 
This course aims to develop overall fluency in the language.  
Students will continue to expand and refine their skills through 
many of the activities done in previous years at a pace comparable 
to a college-level language course.  Students will work on reading 
and analyzing literary works, writing formal essays, listening to 
native speakers, and communicating effectively in various realistic 
situations.  A secondary goal is to prepare students for the A.P. 
French Language Exam given in May of each year.  A student may 
receive college credit by earning a passing grade on this national 
exam. 
 

Spanish 1 (P) # 
Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 
Spanish 2 (P) # 

Grades 9-12 
10 Credits 

 
Spanish 3 (P) # 

Grades 10-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites for Spanish 1:  None.   
 
Prerequisites for Spanish 2:  Final grade of C- or higher in Spanish 
1.  Final grade of B or higher if two years of Spanish taken in middle 
school.   
 
Prerequisites for Spanish 3:  Final grade of C or higher in Spanish 
2. 
 
The first three years of Spanish emphasize the development of 
students' listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills and 
encourage an appreciation for the culture of Spanish-speaking 
countries.  Speaking and listening skills are a prime focus during 
class time while reading and writing are usually practiced through 
regular homework assignments.  As students progress through the 
three levels, they will be introduced to longer works of literature and 
taught basic techniques of literary analysis.  Films, guest speakers, 
cultural events and outside research projects serve as additional 
resources for learning more about the language and culture. 
 

Spanish 4 Honors (P*) # 
Grades 11-12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Final grade of B- or higher in Spanish 3 strongly 
recommended. 
 
This is an advanced course that reviews and further develops skills 
learned in previous years.  Students will read and discuss novels, 
plays, poetry, newspaper, and magazine articles; they will write 
journal entries, creative writing pieces, and formal essays; they will 
continue to listen to audio/video materials from Spanish sources and 
give various types of oral presentations based upon their readings 
and cultural activities. 
 



 

 

Spanish 4 in the Global Community ~(P) 
       Grades 11-12 
       10 credits 

Prerequisites:  Final grade of B- or higher in Spanish 3 strongly 
recommended. 

Spanish 4 in the global community provides to students the 
opportunity to develop and enhance an understanding of the 
diversity of the Hispanic world and apply that cultural awareness 
across the curriculum and in Spanish. Speaking, listening, reading 
and writing are further developed through constant practice and 
application of these skills focusing on <<The World-Readiness 
Standards for Learning Languages>>. 

 

Spanish Language and Culture AP (P*) 
# 

Grade 12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Final grade of B or higher in Spanish 4 Honors 
strongly recommended. 
 
This course aims to develop overall fluency in the language.  
Students will continue to expand and refine their skills through 
many of the activities done in previous years at a pace comparable 
to a college-level language course.  Students will work on reading 
and analyzing literary works, writing formal essays, listening to 
native speakers and communicating effectively in various realistic 
situations.  A secondary goal is to prepare students for the AP 
Spanish Language Exam given in May of each year.  A student may 
receive college credit by earning a passing grade on this national 
exam. 
 

Spanish Literature AP (P) # 
Grade 12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites: Completion of Spanish Language AP  

The AP Spanish Literature course is intended to be the equivalent 
of a third-year college introduction to Hispanic Literature course. It 
covers selected authors and works from the literature of Spain and 
Latin America and centers on the understanding and analysis of 
literary texts. The goals of this course is to prepare students to do 
close reading of literary texts of all genres in Spanish, and to analyze 
critically the form and content of literary works, including poetry 
using appropriate terminology. 

Spanish and Latin  
American Cinema (P)  

Grade 12 
10 Credits 

 

Prerequisites:  Completion of Spanish Language AP  
 
After having successfully completed the Spanish Language 
Advanced Placement course, students will broaden their 
understanding of films as a major expression of culture.  Students 
will be able to step into the shoes of those living in Spanish and 
Latin American communities, thereby internalizing various social 
norms, manners of speaking, traditions and lifestyles associated 
with these cultures.  Additionally, the videos will provide students 
with a look at historical, political, and social issues, and how they 
impact the world today.  The goal is for students to leave this course 
with an appreciation for and a better understanding of Spanish and 
Latin American culture. 
 

 
 
 


